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No. 296. AGREEMENT* ON MOST-FAVOURED-NATION
TREATMENT FOR AREAS OF WESTERN GERMANY
UNDER MILITARY OCCUPATION. SIGNED AT GENEVA,
ON 14 SEPTEMBER 1948

Being desirous of facilitating to the fullest extent possible the reconstruction
and recovery of the world from the destruction wrought by the recent war,

Believing that one of the most important steps towards such reconstruction
and recovery on a sound basis is the restoration of international trade in
accordance with the principles of the Havana Charter for an International
Trade Organization, and

Considering that the application of reciprocal most-favoured-nation treat-
ment to the trade of the areas of Western Germany under military occupation
will contribute to the foregoing objectives,

The signatories agree to the following provisions:

Article I

For such time as any signatory of this Agreement participates in the occu-
pation or control of any area in Western Germany, each of the signatories shall
accord to the merchandise trade of such area the treatment provided for in the
most-favoured-nation provisions of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade, dated 30 October 1947, as now or hereafter amended.

Article IT

The undertaking by a signatory provided for in Article I shall apply to
the merchandise trade of any area referred to therein only for such time and to
such extent as such area accords reciprocal most-favoured-nation treatment to
the merchandise trade of the territory of such signatory.

Article 111

The undertaking in Article I is entered into in the light of the absence,
on the date of this Agreement, of effective or significant tariff barriers to imports

! Came into force on 14 October 1948, in accordance with article V, paragraph 1, for the
following signatories: Belgium, Canada, France, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America.
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into the areas referred to therein. In the event that effective or significant tariff
barriers are thereafter imposed in any such area, such undertaking shall be
without prejudice to the application by any signatory of the principles relating
to the reduction of tariffs on a mutually advantageous basis which are set forth
in the Havana Charter for an International Trade Organization.

Article IV

The rights' and obligations established by this Agreement are to be under-
stood as entirely independent of any rights or obligations which are or may be
established by the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade or by the Havana
Charter.

Article V

1. This Agreement shall be open for signature at Geneva on this day and
shall remain open for signature thereafter at the Headquarters of the United
Nations. The Agreement shall enter into force for each signatory upon the
expiration of thirty days from the day on which such signatory signs the
Agreement.

2. The undertakings in this Agreement shall remain in force until 1 January
1951, and, except for any signatory which at least six months before 1 January
1951 shall have deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations a
notice in writing of intention to withdraw from this Agreement on that date,
they shall remain in force thereafter subject to the right of any signatory to
withdraw upon the expiration of six months from the date on which such a
notice shall have been so deposited. :

8. On the request of any three signatories to this Agreement, and in any
event not later than 1 January 1951, the Government of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands shall promptly convene a meeting of all signatories with a view to
reviewing the operation of the Agreement and agreeing upon such revisions
as may be appropriate.

Article VI

1. The interpretative notes to this Agreement which are contamed in the
Annex shall constitute an integral part thereof.

2. The original of this Agreement shall be deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, who shall send a certified copy thereof to each
member of the United Nations and to each country which participated in the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Employment, and he is authorized

No. 296



