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No. 3476. AGREEMENT 1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND JAPAN FOR THE LOAN OF UNITED 
STATES NAVAL VESSELS TO JAPAN. SIGNED AT 
TOKYO, ON 14 MAY 1954

WHEREAS the Government of the United States of America and the Govern 
ment of Japan have concluded a Mutual Defense Assistance Agreement ; 2

WHEREAS the Government of Japan is desirous of obtaining a loan of certain 
naval vessels from the Government of the United States of America ; and

WHEREAS the Government of the United States of America is prepared to 
loan such naval vessels to the Government of Japan ;

The two Governments have agreed as follows :

Article I

The Government of the United States of America will lend to the Government 
of Japan and the Government of Japan will accept for the period and upon the 
terms and conditions stated in this Agreement the vessels identified in listings 
annexed hereto as Annex A, 3 or which in the future may be annexed hereto by 
agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the 
Government of Japan.

Article II

The Government of Japan will retain possession of such vessels and will use 
them in accordance with the provisions contained in the Mutual Defense Assistance 
Agreement between the United States of America and Japan, signed at Tokyo 
on March 8, 1954. 2

Article III

This loan shall remain in effect for a period of not more than five years after 
the date of delivery of the vessels loaned under this Agreement. Six months 
before the termination of this period, however, the two Governments will, if 
requested by the Government of Japan, consult as to the advisability and feasi 
bility of extending the loan for an additional period to be mutually agreed upon, 
but not to exceed five years. The Government of the United States of America

1 Came into force on 5 June 1954 by the notification to the Government of the United States 
of America by the Government of Japan of the ratification of the Agreement by Japan, in accor 
dance with article X.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 232, p. 169.
* See p. 294 of this volume.
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may, nevertheless, request the return of any vessel loaned under this Agreement 
at an earlier date if such action is necessitated by its own defense requirements, 
in which event the Government of Japan will promptly redeliver the vessel or 
vessels in accordance with Article VIII of this Agreement.

Article IV

Each vessel, together with its available on-board spares and allowances, 
including consumable stores and fuel, will be delivered to the Government of 
Japan at such place and time as may be mutually agreed upon, the delivery to 
be evidenced by a delivery certificate. The Government of Japan shall have the 
use of all outfitting, equipment, appliances, fuel, consumable stores and spare and 
replacement parts on board the vessels at the time of their delivery.

Article V

While the Government of Japan may place the vessels under its own flag, 
the title to the vessels, and to the appurtenances referred to in Article IV of this 
Agreement, except fuel, consumable stores, and spare and replacement parts, 
shall remain in the Government of the United States of America. The Govern 
ment of Japan may, for operational purposes and at its own expense, alter the 
fittings of the vessels without affecting the title of the United States of America 
to the vessels. The Government of Japan will before the vessels are returned 
restore, at its own expense, any fittings so altered to the specifications to which 
they corresponded before such alteration, unless otherwise agreed.

Article VI

The Government of Japan shall not, without the consent of the Government 
of the United States of America, relinquish physical possession of the vessels, 
equipment, outfitting, appliances or spare and replacement parts on board or 
disclose any plan, specification, or other information pertaining thereto to any one 
not an officer, employee, or agent of the Government of Japan. The Government 
of Japan will take such security measures with respect to the equipment on board 
the vessels as would guarantee the same degree of security and protection as pro 
vided in the United States of America.

Article VII

The Government of Japan renounces all claims which may arise against the 
Government of the United States of America in connection with the transfer, 
use or operation of the vessels, and will hold the Government of the United States 
of America harmless from any claim asserted by third parties in such connection.
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