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No. 3355. CONVENTION * BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA AND CANADA ON GREAT LAKES FISH 
ERIES. SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON 10 SEPTEM 
BER 1954

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of 
Canada,

Taking note of the interrelation of fishery conservation problems and of the 
desirability of advancing fishery research in the Great Lakes,

Being aware of the decline of some of the Great Lakes fisheries,
Being concerned over the serious damage to some of these fisheries caused 

by the parasitic sea lamprey and the continuing threat which this lamprey consti 
tutes for other fisheries,

Recognizing that joint and coordinated efforts by the United States of America 
and Canada are essential in order to determine the need for and the type of measures 
which will make possible the maximum sustained productivity in Great Lakes 
fisheries of common concern,

Have resolved to conclude a convention and have appointed as their respective 
Plenipotentiaries :

The Government of the United States of America :
Walter Bedell Smith, Acting Secretary of State of the United States of 

America, and
William C. Herrington, Chairman of the Delegation of the United States of 

America to the Great Lakes Fisheries Conference ; and

The Government of Canada :
Arnold Danford Patrick Heeney, Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni 

potentiary of Canada to the United States of America, and
Stewart Bates, Chairman of the Delegation of Canada to the Great Lakes 

Fisheries Conference,

who, having communicated to each other their respective full powers, found in 
good and due form, have agreed as follows :

1 Came into force on 11 October 1955, by the exchange of the instruments of ratification 
at Ottawa, in accordance with article XIII.
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Article I

This Convention shall apply to Lake Ontario (including the St. Lawrence 
River from Lake Ontario to the forty-fifth parallel of latitude), Lake Erie, Lake 
Huron (including Lake St. Clair), Lake Michigan, Lake Superior and their con 
necting waters, hereinafter referred to as "the Convention Area". This Convention 
shall also apply to the tributaries of each of the above waters to the extent necessary 
to investigate any stock of fish of common concern, the taking or habitat of which 
is confined predominantly to the Convention Area, and to eradicate or minimize 
the populations of the sea lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) in the Convention Area.

Article II

1. The Contracting Parties agree to establish and maintain a joint com 
mission, to be known as the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, hereinafter referred 
to as "the Commission", and to be composed of two national sections, a Canadian 
Section and a United States Section. Each Section shall be composed of not 
more than three members appointed by the respective Contracting Parties.

2. Each Section shall have one vote. A decision or recommendation of the 
Commission shall be made only with the approval of both Sections.

3. Each Contracting Party may establish for its Section an advisory com 
mittee for each of the Great Lakes. The members of each advisory committee so 
established shall have the right to attend all sessions of the Commission except 
those which the Commission decides to hold in camera.

Article III

1. At the first meeting of the Commission and at every second subsequent 
annual meeting thereafter the members shall select from among themselves a 
Chairman and a Vice-Chairman, each of whom shall hold office from the close of 
the annual meeting at which he has been selected until the close of the second 
annual meeting thereafter. The Chairman shall be selected from one Section 
and the Vice-Chairman from the other Section. The offices of Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman shall alternate biennially between the Sections.

2. The seat of the Commission shall be at such place in the Great Lakes area 
as the Commission may designate.

3. The Commission shall hold a regular annual meeting at such place as it 
may decide. It may hold such other meetings as may be agreed upon by the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman and at such time and place as they may designate.
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