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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
ON INTENSIFYING AND BROADENING THE AGREEMENT ON
CUSTOMS COOPERATION AND MUTUAL ASSISTANCE
IN CUSTOMS MATTERS TO INCLUDE
COOPERATION ON CONTAINER SECURITY
AND RELATED MATTERS
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THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Having regard to the provisions of the Agreement between the European Community and the
United States of America on customs cooperation and mutual assistance in customs matters, which

was signed May 28, 1997, hereafter called "the CMAA";
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Whereas:
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Acknowledging that U.S. Customs and Border Protection is, as of March 1, 2003, the
successor to the United States Customs Service under the CMAA;

Recalling that the Contracting Parties may by mutual consent decide to expand areas of

cooperation under the CMAA pursuant to Article 3;

Recalling that, under Article 22 of the CMAA, the JCCC consists of representatives of the
Customs Authorities of the Contracting Parties, which in the European Community are the
competent services of the Commission of the European Communities assisted by the customs
authorities of the Member States of the European Community and in the United States of

America is the U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Department of Homeland Security;

Recognising that the Joint Customs Cooperation Commiitee (JCCC) was established under

Article 22 of the CMAA,;

Acknowledging the long-standing, close and productive relations between the Customs

Authorities of the United States of America and of the European Community;
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Being convinced that this cooperation can be further improved by, among other things,
intensifying the exchange of relevant information and best practices among the U.S. Customs
and Border Protection, the European Commission and the Customs Authorities of Member
States of the European Community in order to ensure that general customs controls of

international trade take due account of security concerns;

Acknowledging the importance of extending this cooperation to all modes of international

transport and all kinds of goods, initially putting priority on sea-container transport;

Recognising the high volume of two-way sea-container and other modes of trade between the

_European Community and the United States of America, and the important role of both the

European Community and the U.S. as transport hubs for containers coming from many

countries;

Recognising that global sea containers are imported into, transhipped through, or transiting

the United States of America and the European Community;

Being convinced that there is a need to deter, prevent, and interdict any terrorist attempts to
disrupt global trade by concealing terrorist weapons in global sea-container trade or other

shipments, or by using such shipments as weapons;



