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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

PREAMBLE

We, Heads of State and Government of the States members of the
Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) and the Republic of
Rwanda, and States members of the United Nations Standing Advisory
Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa (“the Committee”);

Recalling the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, especially
those concerning disarmament and arms control and those inherent in the right
of States of individual or collective self-defence, non-intervention and
non-interference in the internal affairs of another State, and prohibition of the
use or threat to use force;

Taking into account the importance of the Protocol against the Illicit
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components
and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime; the United Nations Programme of Action to
Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light
Weapons in All Its Aspects; the International Instrument to Enable States to
Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and
Light Weapons; and the United Nations Basic Principles on the Use of Force
and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials;

Reaffirming the importance of United Nations Security Council
resolution 1325 (2000) and subsequent resolutions 1820 (2008), 1888 (2009)
and 1889 (2009) on women, peace and security;

laking into account the importance of the United Nations Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and also the
Windhoek Declaration and the Namibia Plan of Action on Mainstreaming a
Gender Perspective in Multidimensional Peace Support Operations;

Reaffirming also the importance of Security Council resolution 1612
(2005) and subsequent resolutions on children and armed conflict and
condemning the recruitment of children in armed forces and their participation
in armed conflicts;

Recalling also the relevant provisions of the Constitutive Act of the
African Union and the Bamako Declaration on an African Common Position
on the Illicit Proliferation, Circulation and Trafficking of Small Arms and
Light Weapons;



1-54327

Aware of the harmful effects on development of the chaotic proliferation
and uncontrolled circulation of small arms and light weapons, and the fact that
poverty and the lack of prospects for a better future create conditions
conducive to the misuse of such arms, especially by youth;

Taking account also of the actions taken under the Brazzaville
Programme of Priority Activities for the implementation in Central Africa of
the United Nations Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the
Ilicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects;

Taking account also of the importance of instruments for the
implementation of confidence-building measures among Central African
States, such as the Non Aggression Pact, the Mutual Assistance Pact and the
Protocol relating to the Council for Peace and Security in Central Africa
(COPAX).

Considering that the illicit trade and trafficking in small arms and light
weapons poses a threat to the stability of States and to the security of their
populations by, inter alia, promoting armed violence, prolonging armed
conflict and encouraging the illicit exploitation of natural resources;

Mindful of the need to ensure that peace and security remain one of the
major goals of relations among Central African States;

Taking into account the porous nature of borders between our States and
how difficult it is for States to stop the illicit trade and trafficking in small
arms and light weapons, their ammunition and all parts and components that
can be used for their manufacture, repair and assembly;

Recalling that bladed weapons are tools that can be used for viclent and
criminal purposes;

Anxious to fight the phenomenon of roadblockers, cross-border
insecurity and organized crime;

Recognizing the important contribution of civil society organizations in
the fight against the illicit trade and trafficking in small arms and light
weapons;

Taking into account that certain members of the Committee have signed
the Protocol on the Control of Firearms, Ammunition and Other Related
Materials in the Southern African Development Community Region and the
Nairobi Protocol for the Prevention, Control and Reduction of Small Arms and
Light Weapons in the Great Lakes Region and the Horn of Africa, and



