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INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON PROTECTING THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF
OLDER PERSONS

PREAMBLE
The Statcs Parties to the present Convention,

Recognizing that unqualified respect for human rights has been enshrined in the American
Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
reaffirmed in other international and regional instruments;

Reiterating the intention of consolidating, within the framework of democratic institutions, a
system of individual liberty and social justice founded upon respect for the fundamental rights of
persons;

Bearing in mind that, pursuant to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
American Convention on Human Rights, the ideal of a free human being, free from fear and poverty
can only be achieved if conditions are created that enable each individual to enjoy their economic,
social, and cultura] rights, as well as their civil and political rights;

Reaffirming that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are universal, indivisible,
interdependent, and interrelated, as well as the obligation to eliminate all forms of discrimination, in

particular, discrimination for reasons of age;

Underscoring that older persons have the same human rights and fundamental freedoms as
other persons and that those rights, including the right not to be subjected to age-based discrimination
nor any form of violence, are rooted in the dignity and equality inherent in all human beings;

Recognizing also that, as a person ages, they should continue to enjoy a full, independent,
and autonomous life, health, safety, integration, and active participation in the cconomic, social,
cultural and political spheres of their society;

Recognizing the need to address matters of old age and ageing from a human-rights
perspective that recognizes the valuable current and potential contributions of older persons to the
common good, to cultural identity, to the diversity of their communities, to human, social, and
economic development, and to the eradication of poverty;

Recalling what has been established in the United Nations Principles for Older Persons
(1991), the Proclamation on Ageing (1992), and the Political Dcclaration and Madrid International
Plan of Action on Ageing (2002), as well as in such regional instruments as the Regional Strategy for
the Implementation in Latin America and the Caribbean of the Madrid International Plan of Action
on Ageing (2003), the Brasilia Declaration (2007), the Plan of Action on.the Health of Older Persons,
including Active and Healthy Aging (2009) of the Pan American Health Organization, the
Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain (2009), and the San José Charter on the Rights of Older
Persons in Latin America and the Caribbean (2012);

Determined to incorporate and prioritize the subject of ageing in public policy, and to raise
and allocate the human, matcrial, and financial resources needed to achieve appropriate
implementation and evaluation of the special measurcs undcrtaken;

Reaffirming the value of solidarity and complementarity in intcrnational and regional
cooperation to promote the human rights and fundamental freedoms of older persons;

Actively supporting the incorporation of a gender perspective into all policies and programs
designed to ensure the effective exercise of the rights of older persons and underscoring the need to
eliminate all forms of discrimination;

Convinced of the importance of facilitating the formulation and enforcement of laws and
programs to prevent abusc, abandonment, negligence, and mistreatment of and violence against older
persons, and of the nced to have national mechanisms that protect their buman rights and
fundamental freedoms;



