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No. 2801. DEFENSE AGREEMENT 1 BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND SPAIN. SIGNED 
AT MADRID, ON 26 SEPTEMBER 1953

PREAMBLE

Faced with the danger that threatens the western world, the Governments 
of the United States and Spain, desiring to contribute to the maintenance of 
international peace and security through foresighted measures which will increase 
their capability, and that of the other nations which dedicate their efforts to the 
same high purposes, to participate effectively in agreements for self-defense ;

Have agreed as follows :

Article I

In consonance with the principles agreed upon in the Mutual Defense Assist 
ance Agreement, 2 the Governments of the United States and of Spain consider 
that the contingencies with which both countries may be faced indicate the advis 
ability of developing their relations upon a basis of continued friendship, in support 
of the policy of strengthening the defense of the West. This policy shall include :

1. On the part of the United States, the support of Spanish defense efforts 
for agreed purposes by providing military and item assistance to Spain during 
a period of several years to contribute to the effective air defense of Spain and to 
improve the equipment of its military and naval forces, to the extent to be agreed 
upon in technical discussions in the light of the circumstances, and with the 
cooperation of the resources of Spanish industry to the extent possible. Such 
support will be conditioned as in the case of other friendly nations by the priorities 
and limitations due to the international commitments of the United States and 
the exigencies of the international situation and will be subject to Congressional 
appropriations.

2. In consequence of the above stated premises and for the same agreed 
purposes, the Government of Spain authorizes the Government of the United 
States, subject to terms and conditions to be agreed, to develop, maintain and 
utilize for military purposes, jointly with the Government of Spain, such areas 
and facilities in territory under Spanish jurisdiction as may be agreed upon by 
the competent authorities of both Governments as necessary for the purposes 
of this agreement.

1 Came into force on 26 September 1953, as from the date of signature, in accordance with 
article V.

8 See p. 61 of this volume.


