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PROTOCOL ON FORESTRY
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PREAMBLE
We, the Heads of State or Government of:

The Republic of Angola

The Republic of Botswana

The Democratic Republic of Congo
The Kingdom of Lesotho

The Republic of Malawi

The Republic of Mauritius

The Republic of Mozambique
The Republic of Namibia

The Republic of Seychelles

The Republic of South Africa
The Kingdom of Swaziland

The United Republic of Tanzania
The Republic of Zambia

The Republic of Zimbabwe

RECALLING that the objectives of the Southern African Development Community
(SADC) include achieving development and economic growth, poverty alleviation
with the ultimate objective of its eradication, and achieving sustainable utilisation
of natural resources and effective protection of the environment;

RECOGNISING the intrinsic value of forests and their vital role in the functioning
of the earth’s ecological systems and the maintenance of all forms of life;

CONVINCED that natural forests and the unique forms of life within them must be
safeguarded independent of their usefulness to humanity;

RECOGNISING the value of forests to humanity, including their role in
maintaining the earth's climate, in controlling floods and erosion, as sources of
clean water, food, wood and other forest products as well as having spiritual,

cultural and aesthetic value to humans;



