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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS |

No 29/05

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments to the
Munistry of Foreign Affairs of Liberia and has the honor to refer fo fecent discussions
between representatives of our two governments regarding issues refated to United States
military and civilian personne! (defined as membeys of the United States Armed Forces
and employees of the United States Department of Defense, respectively, hereafter
referred to collectively as Unifed States personnel) and United States contractors (defined.
as non-Liberian companies and firms, and their employees, under confract to the United
States government ) who may be temporarily present in Liberia in connection with
mulitary training and exercises, humanitarian assistance and other activities as may be
agreed upon by the two governments.

As a result of these discussions, the Embassy has the honor to propose that United
States personnel be accorded the status equivalent to that accorded to administrative and
technical staff of the Embassy of the United States under the Vieuna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations of April 18, 1961; that United States personnel may enter and exit
Liberia with Ugited States identification and with collective movement or individual
travel orders; that Liberian authorities shall accept as valid, withouta driving test or fee,
driving licenses or permits issued by the appropriate United States autherities to United
States personne] for the operation of vehicles.

The Embassy further proposes that United States personnel be anthorized to wear
uniforms while performing official duues and to carry arms while on duty if authorized to

do so by their orders

‘The Embassy further proposes the United States Armed Forces and United States
personnel shall not be liable to pay any tax ot similar charge assessed within Liberia and
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that Lnited States Anned Forces and United States personnel may import into, export out
of, and use in Liberia any personal property, equipment, supplies, materials, technology,
uanung or services for implementation of this agreement. Equipment imported under
this agreement will be certified i writing for United States government use. Such
importation, exportation and use shall be exempt from any inspection, license, other

restrictions. customs duties, taxes or any other charges assessed within Liberia.

The governments of the United States of America and Liberia shall cooperate to ke
such steps as necessary to ensure the Security of United States personnel and property in
Liberia.

The Embassy proposes that vehicles, vessels, and aircraft owned or operated by or
exclusively for the United States Armed Forces shall not be subject to the payment of
landing or port fees, pilotage charges, navigation, overflight or parking charges,
hghterage, overland transit tolls, and harbor dues, while in Liberia. However, United
States Armed Forces shall pay reasonable charges for services requested and received at
rates no less favorable than those paid by the Armed Forces of Liberia. Aircraft and

vessels of the United States shall be free from inspection.

The United States Armed Forces may contract for any materials, supplies, equipment
and services (including construction) to be furnished or undertaken in Liberia in
implementanon of this agreement without restriction as to choice of contractor, supplier
or person who provides such services. Such confracts shall be solicited, awarded and
admunistered in accordance wath the laws and regulations of the government of the
United States of America. Acquisition of articles and services in Liberia by or on bebalf
of the government of the United States of America in implementing this agreement shall

rot be subject to any taxes or sirnlar charges in Liberia.

The Embassy further proposes United States contractors shall not be liable to pay any
tax or similar charge assessed within Liberia and that such contractors may import ioto,

¢xport vut of, and use in Liberia any personal property, equipment, supplies, materials,
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technology, training or services associated with fulfillment of contracts with the United
States in furtherance of this agreement. Such importation, exportation-and use shall be
exempt from any license, other restrictions, customs duties, taxes or any other charges
assessed within Liberia. Items imported by United States contractors into Liberia under
this agreement may be disposed of in Liberia, provided that disposition of such items to
persons or entities not entitled 10 exemption from applicable taxes or duties under this
agreement shall be subject to payment of such taxes and duties by such persons or

entities.

The Embassy proposces that United Siates contractors shall be exempt from visa
requurements for purposes of entry and exit into Liberia and granted the same treatment

as United States personne] with respect o dniver's licenses.

The government of Liberia recognizes the particular importance of-disciplinary
control by United States Armed Forces authorities over United States personnel and,
therefore, authorizes the government of the United States to exercise criminal jurisdiction

over United States personnel.

The Embassy proposes that United States personnel shall have freedom of movement,
in accordance with United States force protection and security considerations, and access
to and use of transportation, storage facilities and training facilities that may be required

to implement this agreement

The government of Liberia recognizes that it may be necessary for the United States
Armed Forces to use the radio specrum. The United Stutes Armed Forces shall be
allowed to operate their own telecommunication systems (as telecornmunication is
dcfined in the 1992 constitution of the International Telecommunication Union). This
shail include the nght to wtilize such means and services as required to assure full ability
to operate telccommunication systems, and the right to use all necessary radio spectrum

for this purpose  Use of the radio spectrum shall be free of cost to the United States

government



