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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

CONVENTION ON ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
IN DECISION-MAKING AND ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN ENVIRONMEN-
TAL MATTERS

The Parties to this Convention,
Recalling principle 1 of the Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment,
Recalling also principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development,

Recalling further General Assembly resolutions 37/7 of 28 October 1982 on the World
Charter for Nature and 45/94 of 14 December 1990 on the need to ensure a healthy envi-
ronment for the well-being of individuals,

Recalling the European Charter on Environment and Health adopted at the First Euro-
pean Conference on Environment and Health of the World Health Organization in Frank-
furt-am-Main, Germany, on 8 December 1989,

Affirming the need to protect, preserve and improve the state of the environment and
to ensure sustainable and environmentally sound development,

Recognizing that adequate protection of the environment is essential to human well-
being and the enjoyment of basic human rights, including the right to life itself,

Recognizing also that every person has the right to live in an environment adequate to
his or her health and well-being, and the duty, both individually and in association with oth-
ers, to protect and improve the environment for the benefit of present and future genera-
tions,

Considering that, to be able to assert this right and observe this duty, citizens must have
access to information, be entitled to participate in decision-making and have access to jus-
tice in environmental matters, and acknowledging in this regard that citizens may need as-
sistance in order to exercise their rights,

Recognizing that, in the field of the environment, improved access to information and
public participation in decision-making enhance the quality and the implementation of de-
cisions, contribute to public awareness of environmental issues, give the public the oppor-
tunity to express its concemns and enable public authorities to take due account of such
concerns,

Aiming thereby to further the accountability of and transparency in decision-making
and to strengthen public support for decisions on the environment,

Recognizing the desirability of transparency in all branches of government and invit-
ing legislative bodies to implement the principles of this Convention in their proceedings,

Recognizing also that the public needs to be aware of the procedures for participation
in environmental decision-making, have free access to them and know how to use them,

Recognizing further the importance of the respective roles that individual citizens,
non-governmental organizations and the private sector can play in environmental protec-
tion,
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Desiring to promote environmental education to further the understanding of the envi-
ronment and sustainable development and to encourage widespread public awareness of,
and participation in, decisions affecting the environment and sustainable development,

Noting, in this context, the importance of making use of the media and of electronic or
other, future forms of communication,

Recognizing the importance of fully integrating environmental considerations in gov-
ernmental decision-making and the consequent need for public authorities to be in posses-
sion of accurate, comprehensive and up-to-date environmental information,

Acknowledging that public authorities hold environmental information in the public
interest,

Concerned that effective judicial mechanisms should be accessible to the public, in-
cluding organizations, so that its legitimate interests are protected and the law is enforced,

Noting the importance of adequate product informatton being provided to consumers
to enable them to make informed environmental choices,

Recognizing the concern of the public about the deliberate release of genetically mod-
ified organisms into the environment and the need for increased transparency and greater
public participation in decision-making in this field,

Convinced that the implementation of this Convention will contribute to strengthening
democracy in the region of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE),

Conscious of the role played in this respect by ECE and recalling, inter alia, the ECE
Guidelines on Access to Environmental Information and Public Participation in Environ-
mental Decision-making endorsed in the Ministerial Declaration adopted at the Third Min-
isterial Conference "Environment for Europe” in Sofia, Bulgaria, on 25 October 1995,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions in the Convention on Environmental Impact
Assessment in a Transboundary Context, done at Espoo, Finland, on 25 February 1991, and
the Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents and the Convention
on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, both
done at Helsinki on 17 March 1992, and other regional conventions,

Conscious that the adoption of this Convention will have contributed to the further
strengthening of the "Environment for Europe" process and to the results of the Fourth Min-
isterial Conference in Aarhus, Denmark, in June 1998,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1. Objective

In order to contribute to the protection of the right of every person of present and future
generations to live in an environment adequate to his or her health and well-being, each Par-
ty shall guarantee the rights of access to information, public participation in decision-mak-
ing, and access to justice in environmental matters in accordance with the provisions of this
Convention.
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