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INTERIM ACCORD!

Minister Karolos Papoulias, representing the Party of the First Part (the "Party
of the First Part") and Minister Stevo Crvenkovski, representing the Party of the Second Part
(the "Party of the Second Part"), hereby DECLARE AND AGREE as follows:

Recalling the principles of the inviolability of frontiers and the territorial
integrity of States incorporated in the Final Act of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe, signed in Helsinki,2

Bearing in mind the provisions of the United Nations Charter and, in particular.
those referring to the obligation of States to refrain in their international relations from the
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State,

Guided by the spirit and principles of democracy and fundamental freedoms
and respect for human rights and dignity, in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations, as well as the Helsinki Final Act, the Charter of Paris for a new Europe? and
pertinent acts of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe,

Considering their mutual interest in the maintenance of international peace and
security, especially in their region,

Desiring to confirm the existing frontier between them as an enduring
international border,

Recalling their obligation not to intervene, on any pretext or in any form, in the
internal affairs of the other,

Desiring to develop their mutual relations and to lay firm foundations for a
climate of peaceful relations and understanding,

Realizing that economic cooperation is an important element for the
development of mutual relations on a stable and firm basis, as well as desiring to develop and

promote future cooperation,

Desiring to reach certain interim agreements that will provide a basis for
negotiating a permanent Accord.

Have agreed as follows:

1 Came into force on 13 October 1995, i.e., the thirtieth day following the date of signature, in accordance with
article 23 (1).

2 nternational Le gal Materials, vol. XIV (1975), p. 1292 (American Society of International Law).

3 United Nations, Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth Session, document A/45/859.
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A. FRIENDLY RELATIONS AND CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES
Article 1

1. Upon entry into force of this Interim Accord, the Party of the First Part
recognizes the Party of the Second Part as an independent and sovereign state, under the
provisional designation set forth in a letter of the Party of the First Part of the date of this
Interim Accord, and the Parties shall at an early date establish diplomatic relations at an
agreed level with the ultimate goal of relations at ambassadorial level.

2. The Party of the First Part shall as promptly as possible establish a liaison
office in Skopje, the capital of the Party of the Second Part, and the Party of the Second Part
shall as promptly as possible establish a liaison office in Athens, the capital of the Party of
the First Part.

Article 2

The Parties hereby confirm their common existing frontier as an enduring and
inviolable international border.

Article 3

Each Party undertakes to respect the sovereignty, the territorial integrity and
the political independence of the other Party. Neither Party shall support the action of a third
party directed against the sovereignty, the territorial integrity or the political independence of
the other Party.

Article 4

The Parties shall refrain, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, from the threat or use of force. including the threat or use of
force designed to violate their existing frontier. and they agree that neither of them will assert
or support claims to any part of the territory of the other Party or claims for a change of their
existing frontier.

Article §

1. The Parties agree to continue negotiations under the auspices of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations pursuant to Security Council resolution 845 (1993)1
with a view to reaching agreement on the difference described in that resolution and in
Security Council resolution 817 (1993).2

2. Recognizing the difference between them with respect to the name of the
Party of the Second Part, each Party reserves all of its rights consistent with the specific
obligations undertaken in this Interim Accord. The Parties shall cooperate with a view to

1 United Nations, Official Records of the Security Council, Forty-eighth Year, Resolutions and Decisions of the
Security Council 1993 (S/INF/49), p. 33.
2 Ibid., p. 132.
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facilitating their mutual relations notwithstanding their respective positions as to the name of
the Party of the Second Part. In this context, the Parties shall take practical measures,
including dealing with the matter of documents, to carry out normal trade and commerce
between them in a manner consistent with their respective positions in regard to the name of
the Party of the Second Part. The Parties shall take practical measures so that the difference
about the name of the Party of the Second Part will not obstruct or interfere with normal
trade and commerce between the Party of the Second Part and third parties.

Article 6

1. The Party of the Second Part hereby solemnly declares that nothing in its
Constitution, and in particular in the Preamble thereto or in Article 3 of the Constitution, can
or should be interpreted as constituting or will ever constitute the basis of any claim by the
Party of the Second Part to any territory not within its existing borders.

2. The Party of the Second Part hereby solemnly declares that nothing in its
Constitution, and in particular in Article 49 as amended, can or should be interpreted as
constituting or will ever constitute the basis for the Party of the Second Part to interfere in the
internal affairs of another State in order to protect the status and rights of any persons in other
States who are not citizens of the Party of the Second Part.
3. The Party of the Second Part furthermore solemnly declares that the
interpretations given in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article will not be superseded by any other
interpretation of its Constitution.

Article 7

1. Each Party shall promptly take effective measures to prohibit hostile
activities or propaganda by State-controlled agencies and to discourage acts by private entities
likely to incite violence, hatred or hostility against each other.

2. Upon entry into force of this Interim Accord, the Party of the Second Part
shall cease to use in any way the symbol in all its forms displayed on its national flag prior to
such entry into force.

3. If either Party believes one or more symbols constituting part of its historic
or cultural patrimony is being used by the other Party, it shall bring such alleged use to the
attention of the other Party, and the other Party shall take appropriate corrective action or
indicate why it does not consider it necessary to do so.

Article 8
1. The Parties shall refrain from imposing any impediment to the movement of
people or goods between their territories or through the territory of either Party to the territory

of the other. Both Parties shall cooperate to facilitate such movements in accordance with
international law and custom.
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2. The Parties agree that the European Union and the United States may be
requested to use their good offices with respect to developing practical measures referred to in
paragraph 2 of Article 5 so as to assist the Parties in the implementation of Article 8.

B. HUMAN AND CULTURAL RIGHTS
Article 9

1. In the conduct of their affairs the Parties shall be guided by the spirit and
principles of democracy, fundamental freedoms, respect for human rights and dignity, and the
rule of law, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,! the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms,? the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Racial Discrimination,3 the Convention on the Rights of the Child,4 the Helsinki Final Act,4 the
document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the Human Dimension of the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Charter of Paris for a New
Europe.

2. No provision of the instruments listed in paragraph 1 above shall be
interpreted to give any right to take any action contrary to the aims and principles of the
United Nations Charter, or of the Helsinki Final Act, including the principle of the territorial
integrity of States.

Article 10

Convinced that the development of human relations is necessary for improving
understanding and good-neighborliness of their two peoples, the Parties shall encourage
contacts at all appropriate levels and shall not discourage meetings between their citizens in
accordance with international law and custom.

C. INTERNATIONAL, MULTILATERAL AND REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS
Article 11

1. Upon entry into force of this laterim Accord. the Party of the First Part
agrees not to object to the application by or the membership of the Party of the Second Part
in international. multilateral and regional organizations and institutions of which the Party of
the First Part is a member; however, the Party of the First Part reserves the right to abject to
any membership referred to above if and to the extent the Party of the Second Part is to be
referred to in such organization or institution differently than in paragraph 2 of United
Nations Security Council resolution 817 (1993).

1 United Nations, Official Records of the General Assembly, Third Session, Part I, p. 71.
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 213, p. 221.

3 Ibid., vol. 660, p. 195.

4 Ibid., vol. 1577, No. I-27531.
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