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CONVENTION! CONCERNING SEAFARERS’ WELFARE AT SEA
AND IN PORT

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the International
Labour Office, and having met in its Seventy-fourth Session on 24 Septem-
ber 1987, and

Recalling the provisions of the Seamen’s Welfare in Ports Recommendation,
1936, and the Seafarers’ Welfare Recommendation, 1970, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to seafarers’

welfare at sea and in port which is the second item on the agenda of the
session, and

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an international
Convention,

adopts this eighth day of October of the year one thousand nine hundred and
eighty-seven the following Convention which may be cited as the Seafarers’
Welfare Convention, 1987:

Article 1

1. For the purposes of this Convention—

(a) the term “seafarer” means any person who is employed in any capacity on
board a seagoing ship, whether publicly or privately owned, other than a ship
of war;

(b) the term “welfare facilities and services ” means welfare, cultural, recreational
and information facilities and services.

! Came into force on 3 October 1990 in respect of the two following members of the International Labour
Organisation, i.e., 12 months after the date on which their ratifications had been registered with the Director-General
of the International Labour Organisation, on the dates indicated, in accordance with article 8 (2):

State Date of deposit

14 March 1989
3 October 1989
Thereafter, the ratifications by the following States were registered with the Director-General of the International

Labour Office on the dates indicated hereunder, to take effect 12 months after such registration, in accordance with
article 8 (3) :

State Date of deposit

Switzerland. . . .. ... 15 November 1989
(With effect from 15 November 1990.)

Czechoslovakia . ........ ... ..o i 11 January 1990
(With effect from 11 January 1991.)

SWeden .. ... 21 February 1990
(With effect from 21 February 1991.)

L1534 o 5 October 1990

(With effect from 5 October 1991.)
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2. Each Member shall determine by national laws or regulations, after consul-
tation with the representative organisations of shipowners and seafarers, which
ships registered in its territory are to be regarded as seagoing ships for the purpose
of the provisions of this Convention relating to welfare facilities and services on
board ship.

3. To the extent it deems practicable, after consultation with the representa-
tive organisations of fishing vessel owners and fishermen, the competent authority
shall apply the provisions of this Convention to commercial maritime fishing.

Article 2

1. Each Member for which this Convention is in force undertakes to ensure
that adequate welfare facilities and services are provided for seafarers both in port
and on board ship.

2. Each Member shall ensure that the necessary arrangements are made for
financing the welfare facilities and services provided in accordance with the
provisions of this Convention.

Article 3

1. Each Member undertakes to ensure that welfare facilities and services are
provided in appropriate ports of the country for all seafarers, irrespective of
nationality, race, colour, sex, religion, political opinion or social origin and
irrespective of the State in which the ship on which they are employed is regis-
tered.

2. Each Member shall determine, after consultation with the representative
organisations of shipowners and seafarers, which ports are to be regarded as
appropriate for the purposes of this Article.

Article 4

Each Member undertakes to ensure that the welfare facilities and services on
every seagoing ship, whether publicly or privately owned, which is registered in its
territory, are provided for the benefit of all seafarers on board.

Article 5

Welfare facilities and services shall be reviewed frequently to ensure that they
are appropriate in the light of changes in the needs of seafarers resulting from
technical, operational and other developments in the shipping industry.
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