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AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN IRELAND AND THE REPUBLIC OF AUS-
TRIA ON SOCIAL SECURITY

Resolved to regulate the itutual relations between the two States

In the field of social security»

Have agreed as follows:

PART I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1

( 1 ) F o r t h e p r o p o s e s o f t h i s A g r e e m e n t .

1 . " l e g i s l a t i o n " m e a n s t h e l a w s , r e g u l a t i o n s a n d s t a t u t o r y

I n s t r u m e n t s w h i c h r e l a t e t o t h e b r a n c h e s o f s o c i a l s e c u r i t y

s p e c i f i e d In p a r a g r a p h ( 1 ) o f A r t i c l e 2 ;

2 . " n a t i o n a l " m e a n s » In r e l a t i o n t o A u s t r i a » a n A u s t r i a n c i t i z e n

a n d » I n r e l a t i o n t o I r e l a n d » a c i t i z e n o f I r e l a n d ;

3 . " c o m p e t e n t a u t h o r i t y " m e a n s » In r e l a t i o n t o A u s t r i a , t h e

F e d e r a l M i n i s t e r r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e

l e g i s l a t i o n s p e c i f i e d In p a r a g r a p h ( I ) o f A r t i c l e 2 a n d . tn

r e l a t i o n t o I r e l a n d , t h e M i n i s t e r f o r S o c i a l W e l f a r e ;

4 . " I n s t i t u t i o n " m e a n s » In r e l a t i o n t o A u s t r i a , t h e s e r v i c e o r

a u t h o r i t y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f a l l o r p a r t o f

t h e l e g i s l a t i o n s p e c i f i e d In p a r a g r a p h ( I ) o f A r t i c l e 2 a n d .

In r e l a t i o n t o I r e l a n d » t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f S o c i a l W e l f a r e ;

5 . " c o m p e t e n t I n s t i t u t i o n " m e a n s t h e I n s t i t u t i o n c o m p e t e n t u n d e r

t h e a p p l i c a b l e l e g i s l a t i o n t o d e a l w i t h t h e m a t t e r In

q u e s t i o n ;

1 Came into force on 1 December 1989, i.e., the first day of the third month following the month of the exchange of
the instruments of ratification, which took place at Vienna, in accordance with article 23 (2).
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6 . " c a s h b e n e f i t " o r " p e n s i o n " m e a n s a c a s h b e n e f i t o r a p e n s i o n

I n c l u d i n g a l l c o m p o n e n t s t h e r e o f p r o v i d e d o u t o f p u b l i c

f u n d s » a l I I n c r e m e n t s » r e a d j u s t m e n t s u m s » a d d i t i o n a l

al l o w a n c e s a s w e l I a s l u m p s u m p a y m e n t s a n d p a y m e n t s m a d e b y

w a y o f r e f u n d s o f c o n t r i b u t i o n s ;

7 . " I n s u r a n c e p e r i o d " m e a n s a c o n t r i b u t i o n p e r i o d o r a n

e q u I v a I e n t p e r l o d ;

8 . " c o n t r i b u t i o n p e r i o d " m e a n s » I n r e l a t i o n t o A u s t r i a » a p e r i o d

In r e s p e c t o f w h i c h c o n t r i b u t i o n s h a v e b e e n p a i d o r a r e

t r e a t e d a s p a i d a n d » In r e l a t i o n t o I r e l a n d , a p e r i o d d u r i n g

w h i c h c o n t r i b u t i o n s h a v e b e e n p a i d » t r e a t e d a s p a i d » a r e

p a y a b l e o r w o u l d h a v e b e e n p a i d b u t f o r t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f

s e c t i o n 1 0 ( I ) ( c ) o f t h e S o c i a l W e l f a r e ( C o n s o l i d a t i o n ) A c t .

1 9 8 1 ;

9 . " e q u i v a l e n t p e r i o d " m e a n s » In r e l a t i o n t o A u s t r i a » a p e r i o d

w h i c h I s t r e a t e d a s e q u i v a l e n t t o t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n p e r i o d

a n d » In r e l a t i o n t o I r e l a n d » a p e r i o d f o r w h i c h c o n t r i b u t i o n s

a r e c r e d I t e d .

( 2 ) A n y o t h e r e x p r e s s i o n u s e d In t h i s A g r e e m e n t s h a l I h a v e t h e

m e a n i n g r e s p e c t i v e l y a s s i g n e d t o I t In t h e a p p l I c a b l e

l e g i s l a t i o n .

Article 2

( I ) T h i s A g r e e m e n t s h a l l a p p l y :

I. In r e l a t i o n t o A u s t r i a » t o t h e l e g i s l a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g

( a ) p e n s i o n I n s u r a n c e » w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e I n s u r a n c e

f o r n o t a r les a n d

( b ) w i t h r e g a r d t o P a r t I I o n l y » s i c k n e s s I n s u r a n c e a n d

a c c i d e n t I n s u r a n c e »
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2 . !n r e l a t i o n t o I r e l a n d » t o t h e S o c i a l W e l f a r e A c t s 1981 t o

1 9 8 8 a n d t h e R e g u l a t i o n s m a d e u n d e r t h e s e A c t s a s t h e y r e l a t e

t o :

( a ) o l d a g e ( c o n t r i b u t o r y ) p e n s i o n .

( b ) r e t i r e m e n t p e n s i o n »

( c ) w i d o w s ( c o n t r i b u t o r y ) p e n s i o n »

( d ) I n v a l i d i t y p e n s i o n a n d

( e ) o r p h a n s ( c o n t r i b u t o r y ) a l l o w a n c e .

( 2 ) T h i s A g r e e m e n t s h a l l a l s o a p p l y t o a n y l e g i s l a t i o n w h i c h

s u p e r s e d e s » r e p l a c e s » a m e n d s » s u p p l e m e n t s o r c o n s o l i d a t e s t h e

l e g i s l a t i o n s p e c i f i e d In p a r a g r a p h ( I ) o f t h i s a r t i c l e .

( 3 ) T h i s a g r e e m e n t s h a l l n o t a f f e c t a n y o t h e r a g r e e m e n t o n s o c i a l

s e c u r i t y w h i c h e i t h e r P a r t y h a s c o n c l u d e d w i t h a t h i r d s t a t e

o r a n y l e g i s l a t i o n g i v i n g e f f e c t t o s u c h a g r e e m e n t o r a r i s i n g

f r o m I n t e r n a t i o n a l l a w , e x c e p t s o f a r a s s u c h a g r e e m e n t o r

l e g i s l a t i o n c o n t a i n s p r o v i s i o n s r e l a t i n g t o t h e a p p o r t i o n m e n t

o f I n s u r a n c e b u r d e n s .

Article 3

T h i s A g r e e m e n t shall apply:

(a) T o per s o n s who are or have been subject to the

legislation of one or both of the Parties»

(b) to ot h e r persons with respect to the rights they derive

from the persons described In s u b p a r a g r a p h ( a ) .

A r t i c l e 4

( 1 ) U n l e s s o t h e r w i s e p r o v i d e d In t h i s A g r e e m e n t » n a t i o n a l s of o n e

P a r t y s h a l l » In t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e l e g i s l a t i o n of t h e

o t h e r P a r t y , r e c e i v e equal t r e a t m e n t w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l s of

th e l a t t e r P a r t y .

( 2 ) B e n e f i t s u n d e r t h e l e g i s l a t i o n o f o n e P a r t y s h a l l b e a w a r d e d

t o n a t i o n a l s o f t h e o t h e r P a r t y , o r d i n a r i l y r e s i d e n t o u t s i d e

t h e t e r r i t o r i e s of b o t h P a r t i e s , u n d e r t h e s a m e c o n d i t i o n s
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a n d t o t h e s a m e e x t e n t a s t h e y a r e a w a r d e d t o t h e n a t i o n a l s

o f t h e f i r s t P a r t y w h o o r d i n a r i l y r e s i d e o u t s i d e t h e

t e r r i t o r i e s o f t h e P a r t i e s .

( 3 ) P a r a g r a p h ( I ) o f t h i s A r t i c l e s h a l l n o t a p p l y t o t h e

p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e l e g i s l a t i o n o f A u s t r i a c o n c e r n i n g :

( a ) t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f I n s u r e d p e r s o n s a n d e m p l o y e r s In

t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f I n s t i t u t i o n s a n d a s s o c i a t i o n s a s

w e l I a s a d j u d i c a t i o n In t h e f i e l d o f s o c i a l s e c u r i t y ;

( b ) t h e a p p o r t i o n m e n t o f I n s u r a n c e b u r d e n s r e s u l t i n g f r o m

a g r e e m e n t s w i t h t h i r d s t a t e s ;

( c ) t h e I n s u r a n c e o f p e r s o n s e m p l o y e d a t a d i p l o m a t i c

m i s s i o n o r c o n s u l a r p o s t o f A u s t r i a In a t h i r d s t a t e o r

by a m e m b e r o f s u c h a m i s s i o n o r p o s t .

( 4 ) A s r e g a r d s t h e l e g i s l a t i o n of A u s t r i a » t h e f o l l o w i n g p e r i o d s

s h a l l » s u b j e c t t o t h e o t h e r c o n d i t i o n s s p e c i f i e d In t h a t

l e g i s l a t i o n » b e a c c e p t e d a s I n s u r a n c e p e r i o d s f o r I r i s h

n a t i o n a l s w h o w e r e A u s t r i a n n a t i o n a l s I m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e

M a r c h 1 3 , 1 9 3 8 :

( a ) w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r » p e r i o d s o f w a r

s e r v i c e In t h e a r m e d f o r c e s o f t h e A u s t r o - H u n g a r I a n

M o n a r c h y o r In t h e f o r c e s o f a n y s t a t e al I l e d t o It a s

w e l l a s p e r i o d s o f c a p t i v i t y a s a p r i s o n e r o f w a r ( c i v i l

I n t e r n e e ) a n d t h e r e t u r n t h e r e f r o m , w h i c h a r e s i m i l a r l y

t r e a t e d ;

( b ) w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e S e c o n d W o r l d W a r , p e r i o d s o f w a r

s e r v i c e In t h e a r m e d f o r c e s o f t h e G e r m a n R e i c h o r In

t h e f o r c e s o f a n y s t a t e al I led t o It , p e r i o d s o f

c o n s c r i p t i o n In t h e f o r c e s o r t h e l a b o u r s e r v i c e a s w e l l

a s p e r i o d s o f d u t y In t h e e m e r g e n c y s e r v i c e s a n d a i r -

r a i d s e r v i c e s , a n d p e r i o d s o f c a p t i v i t y a s a p r i s o n e r o f

w a r ( c i v i l I n t e r n e e ) a n d t h e r e t u r n t h e r e f r o m , w h i c h a r e

s I m I I a r I y t r e a t e d .
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