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No. 102. CONVENTION' ON INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVI-
ATION. SIGNED AT CHICAGO, ON 7 DECEMBER 1944

PrREAMBLE

WHEREAS the future development of international civil aviation can greatly
help to create and preserve friendship and understanding among the nations

and peoples of the world, yet its abuse can become a threat to the general
security; and

WHEREAS it is desirable to avoid friction and to promote that cooperation
between nations and peoples upon which the peace of the world depends;

THEREFORE, the undersigned governments having agreed on certain prin-
ciples and arrangements in order that international civil aviation may be
developed in a safe and orderly manner and that international air transport
services may be established on the basis of equality of opportunity and operated
soundly and economically;

Have accordingly concluded this Convention to that end.

PART I. AIR NAVIGATION

CHAPTER 1

(GENERAL PRINCIPLES AND APPLICATION OF THE CONVENTION

Article 1
Sovereignty

The contracting States recognize that every State has complete and exclusive
sovereignty over the airspace above its territory.

1 Came into force on 4 April 1947, the thirtieth day after deposit with the Government
of the United States of America of the twenty-sixth instrument of ratification thereof or
notification of adherence thereto, in accordance with article 91 (b). For the list of States
Parties to the Convention, see page 372.



298 United Nations — Treaty Series 1948

Article 2
Territory

For the purposes of this Convention the territory of a State shall be deemed
to be the land areas and territorial waters adjacent thereto under the sovereignty,
suzerainty, protection or mandate of such State.

Article 3
Civil and state aircraft '

(@) This Convention shall be applicable only to civil aircraft, and shall
not be applicable to state aircraft.

() Aircraft used in military, customs and police services shall be deemed
to be state aircraft. ’

(¢) No state aircraft of a contracting State shall fly over the territory of
another State or land thereon without authorization by special agrecment or
otherwise, and in accordance with the terms thereof.

. (d) The contracting States undertake, when issuing regulations for their
state aircraft, that they will have due regard for the safety of navigation of civil
aircraft.

Article 4
Misuse of civil aviation

Each contracting State agrees not to use civil aviation for any purpose
inconsistent with the aims of this Convention.

CHAPTER I

FLIGHT OVER TERRITORY OF CONTRACTING STATES

Article 5
Right of non-scheduled flight

Each contracting State agrees that all aircraft of the other contracting
States, being aircraft not engaged in scheduled international air services shall
have the right, subject to the observance of the terms of this Convention, to
make flights into or in transit non-stop across its territory and to make stops
for non-traffic purposes without the necessity of obtaining prior permission,
and subject to the right of the State flown over to require landing. Each con-
tracting State nevertheless reserves the right, for reasons of safety of flight, to
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require aircraft desiring to proceed over regions which are inaccessible or without
adequate air navigation facilities to follow prescribed routes, or to obtain special
permission for such flights.

Such aircraft, if engaged in the carriage of passengers, cargo, or mail for
remuneration or hire on other than scheduled international air services, shall
also, subject to the provisions of Article 7, have the privilege of taking on or
discharging passengers, cargo, mail, subject to the right of any State where such
embarkation or discharge takes place to impose such regulations, conditions or
limitations at it may consider desirable,

Article 6
Scheduled air services

No scheduled international air service may be operated over or into the
territory of a contracting State, except with the special permission or other
authorization of that State, and in accordance with the terms of such permission
or authorization.

Article 7
Cabotage

Each contracting State shall have the right to refuse permission to the aircraft
of other contracting States to take on in its territory passengers, mail and cargo
carried for remuneration or hire and destined for another point within its terri-
tory. Each contracting State undertakes not to enter into any arrangements
which specifically grant any such privilege on an exclusive basis to any other
State or an airline of any other State, and not to obtain any such exclusive
privilege from any other State.

Article 8
Pilotless aircraft

No aircraft capable of being flown without a pilot shall be flown without
a pilot over the territory of a contracting State without special authorization by
that State and in accordance with the terms of such authorization. Each con-
tracting State undertakes to insure that the flight of such aircraft without a
pilot in regions open to civil aircraft shall be so controlled as to obviate danger
to civil aircraft.
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Article 9
Prohibited areas

(a) Each contracting State may, for reasons of military necessity or public
safety, restrict or prohibit uniformly the aircraft of other States from ﬂymg over
certain areas of its territory, provided that no distinction in this respect is made
between the aircraft of the State whose territory is involved, engaged in inter-
national scheduled airline services, and the aircraft of the other contracting
States likewise engaged. Such prohibited areas shall be of reasonable extent
and location so as not to interfere unnecessarily with air navigation. Descriptions
of such prohibited areas in the territory of a contracting State, as well as any
subsequent alterations therein, shall be communicated as soon as possible to
the other contracting States and to the International Civil Aviation Organization.

(b) Each contracting State reserves also the right, in exceptional circum-
stances or during a period of emergency, or in the interest of public safety, and
with immediate effect, temporarily to restrict or prohibit flying over the whole
or any part of its territory, on condition that such restriction or prohibition shall
be applicable without distinction of nationality to aircraft of all other States.

(¢) Each contracting State, under such regulations as it may prescribe, may
require any aircraft entering the areas contemplated in subparagraphs (a) or
(b) above to effect a landing as soon as practicable thereafter at some designated
airport within its territory.

Article 10

Landing at customs airport

Except in a case where, under the terms of this Convention or a special
authorization, aircraft are permitted to cross the territory of a contracting State
without landing, every aircraft which enters the territory of a contracting State
shall, if the regulations of that State so require, land at an airport designated
by that State for the purpose of customs and other examination. On departure
from the territory of a contracting State, such aircraft shall depart from a simi-
larly designated customs airport. Particulars of all designated customs airports
shall be published by the State and transmitted to the International GCivil
Aviation Organization established under Part IT of this Convention for com-
munication to all other contracting States.
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