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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 1 BETWEEN THE WORLD 
HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND THE UNITED NATIONS DISAS 
TER RELIEF COORDINATOR

WHEREAS, the mandate of the World Health Organization (hereinafter referred to 
as WHO) stems from its Constitution, which states that one of the functions of the 
Organization shall be to furnish appropriate technical assistance and, in emergencies, 
necessary aid upon the request or acceptance of Governments (Article 2.d); the Con 
stitution authorizes the Executive Board to take emergency measures within the func 
tions and financial resources of the Organization to deal with events requiring immedi 
ate action and to undertake studies and research on emergency problems (Article 28. /) ; 
furthermore, the Constitution 2 establishes a special fund to meet emergencies and 
unforeseen contingencies (Article 58); and

WHEREAS, the World Health Assembly resolutions emphasize the need to 
strengthen the Organization's capacity to promote approaches for prevention of ad 
verse health effects and for preparedness of the Member States as well as for coordi 
nation of aid (WHA34.26); 3 and the necessity of an integrated response linking 
emergency measures with long-term development, and the need to intensify WHO's 
technical cooperation at the country level to enable the Member States to enhance 
their emergency preparedness (WHA38.29); 4 and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the United Nations, by Resolution 2816 
(XXVI), 5 endorsed the Secretary-General's proposals for the establishment of an 
adequate permanent office in the United Nations to be the focal point in the United 
Nations system for disaster relief matters (hereinafter referred to as UNDRO), and 
which would be headed by a Disaster Relief Co-ordinator; and

WHEREAS by paragraph 3 of Article IV of the Agreement between the United 
Nations and WHO, 6 WHO affirmed its intention of cooperating in measures neces 
sary to make coordination of the activités of the specialized agencies and those of the 
United Nations fully effective; and Whereas, since 1948 WHO has been rendering as 
sistance to victims of disaster and epidemics, and since the establishment of UNDRO 
in 1972, WHO and UNDRO have been collaborating closely and effectively in mat 
ters of common concern; and

WHEREAS, in the spirit of close collaboration, the Director-General of WHO 
and the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordination signed a Memorandum of Un 
derstanding in March 1979, 7 which may be amended by mutual agreement.

Now THEREFORE , based on a review of the developments in the field of emergency 
preparedness and response and aiming to improve the collaboration from experience 
gained, the contracting parties have agreed to the following arrangements:

' Came into force on 23 December 1987 by signature, in accordance with section 8.
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 14, p. 185.
3 World Health Organization, Handbook of resolutions and decisions of the World Health Assembly and the Executive 

Board, vol. II (1973-1984), p. 31.
4 Ibid., vol. Ill, 2nd edition (1985-1989), p. 16.
5 United Nations, Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 29 (A/8429), 

p. 85.
6 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 19, p. 193.
7 Ibid., 1129, p. 277.
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