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No. 811. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT: BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA RELAT-
ING TO THE INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF
A CERTAIN COMMUNICATIONS CABLE. PANAMA,
31 MARCH 1949

I

The American Ambassador to the Panamanian Minister of Foreign Affairs

No. 1435
Panama, March 31, 1949

Excelleney :

I have the honor to refer to the civil aviation agreement hetween the
United States of America and the Republic of Panama signed at Panama
City on March 81, 1949 2 Article XIV of this agrecment states that, “ The
Government of the United States of America will make available a certain
communications cable for use in connection with operations at Tocumen
National Airport, Panama City and the Canal Zone, according to terms
and conditions concerning the installation, operation and maintenance of
this cable for commereial as well as official use, which will be determined
by an exchange of notes entered into this day between the Government of
the Republic of Panama and the Government of the United States of
America ”,

Upon notification to my Government of the ratification by the
Government of the Republic of Panama of the genceral aviation agreement,
the Government of the United States of America will furnish the said
communications cable under the following terms and conditions :

(1) The Government of the United States of Ameriea is the owncer of
16 miles of 100 pair subtcrranean and submarine eable and 2 miles of 50 pair
subterranean and submarine cable (hereinafter referred to as “ the cable ")
The Government of the United States of America and the Government of
the Republic of Panama agree that the cable shall be installed between
Albrook Alr Force Base and Tocumen National Airport, and shall remain
there for a period of fiftecn years from the date of this agreement. Upon

* Came into force on 14 April 1948, by the exchange and according to the terms
of the said notes, the notice of ratificetion of the Aviation Agreement of 31 March 1040
by the Government of the Iepublic of Panama having becn given on that date to the
Government of the United States of America,

1 See page 87 of this volume.



1950 Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 127

the cxpiration of said fifteen-year period, the Government of the United
States of America shall have the right to remove or otherwise dispose of
the ecable. If, however, at the end of said f{ifteen-year period, both
Contracting Parties are agreeable thercto, the terms of this agrecment
shall be extended for an additional ten years. As long as this agreement
shall be in effect, the cable shall remain the property of the Government
of the United States of America, and shall not be subject to taxes of any
kind imposed by the Government of the Republic of Panama.

(2) The Government of the United States of America shall prepare
technical specifications for the installation of the cable and shall provide
technical supervision of the installation thereof. The Government of the
United States of America shall itself performm any and all operations
connected with splicing, loading and termination of the cable with respect
to said installation, and shall provide all equipment and matcrials necessary
for such operations. The Contracting Parties agree that such loading and
terminal equipment shall be considered a part of the ecahle, and shall be
subject to all provisions of this agreement which apply to the cable. The
Government of the United States of America undertakes to cxcrcise its
best eflorts to maintain the cable in operating condition for and duving
the term of this agreement. The Government of the United States of
America may designate agents to perform the aforesaid work on its behalf,
hut agrees to establish technical standards and provide technieal supervision
of any such agents in the performance of the said work, and any such agents
shall comply with such standards and supervision. The Government of
the United States of America shall bear only tlie expenses involved in the
following opcrations :

fz) Preparation of technical specifications for the installation of the
cable.

(#) Technical supervision of the installation of the cable.
fc) Splicing, loading and termination operations.

fd) Equipment and materials necessary for splicing, loading and
termination,

(8) The Government of the Republic of Panama shall, except as
hereinabove stated, install the cable in accordance with the teehnical
speceifications and technical supervision of the Government of the United
States of America. The Government of the Republic of Panama shall bear
the expense of the said installation of the cable except as hereinabove
reeited.

{4) The Government of the United States of America shall have the
right to replace all or any part of the cable during the term of this agrecment,
provided, however, that the Government of the United States of America
be under no duty to replaee all or any part thereof. Should there be a
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