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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING' BETWEEN THE DIREC-
TOR-GENERAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE
AND THE UNITED NATIONS DISASTER RELIEF CO-
ORDINATOR

WHEREAS the General Assembly of the United Nations, by Resolution 2816
(XXVI)? endorsed the Secretary-General’s proposals for the establishment of an ade-
quate permanent office in the United Nations (hereinafter referred to as “UNDRO”)
to be the focal point in the United Nations system for disaster relief matters and
which would be headed by a Disaster Relief Co-ordinator authorised, on the Secre-
tary-General’s behalf, inter alia, to mobilise, direct and co-ordinate the relief activ-
ities of the various organisations of the United Nations system in response to a
request for disaster assistance from a stricken State, and also to co-ordinate such as-
sistance from the United Nations with that made available by other sources of aid;
and to promote the study, prevention, control and prediction of natural disasters, in-
cluding the collection and dissemination of information concerning technological
developments, and to assist in providing advice to governments on pre-disaster plan-
ning; and

WHEREAS the International Labour Organisation (hereinafter referred to as
“ILO”) is in a position to provide advice and technical assistance in the matter of
prevention of, and preparedness for, natural disasters, as well as for reconstruction
and rehabilitation activities which become necessary in stricken States in the after-
math of such disasters; and

WaueREAS UNDRO and the ILO, having discussed, and being convinced of, the
possibility and scope for their effective collaboration in providing disaster-related
assistance to disaster-prone countries;

THEREFORE the Director-General of the ILO and the United Nations Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator have agreed, within the framework of the Agreement between
the United Nations and the International Labour Organisation, to the following ar-
rangements for the purposes stated herein:

1. GENERAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF UNDRO aND THE ILO

The ILO recognises the responsibility of UNDRO to mobilise and co-ordinate
disaster emergency assistance to a stricken State, and to mobilise funds for such as-
sistance, as well as to promote disaster preparedness and disaster prevention. It is
agreed that UNDRO’s role within the terms of General Assembly Resolution 2816
(XXVI) is that of an over-all co-ordinator for all aspects of disaster-related assist-
ance. UNDRO recognises the operational responsibilities of the ILO for promoting
and providing technical advice and assistance with a view to coping with emergency
situations caused by the sudden occurrence of natural disasters which call for urgent
relief employment and training measures and quick rehabilitation of damaged infra-
structures. UNDRO recognises the ILO’s technical competence in the longer-term
reconstruction phase of the stricken State and the role it can play in promoting the
participation of national organisations of employers and workers. UNDRO further
recognises the ILO’s competence in promoting activities for the prevention of disas-

1 Came into force on 14 July 1977 by signature, in accordance with paragraph 11.
2 United Nations, Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 29 (A/8429), p. 85.
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