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No. 673. AGREEMENT' BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF THE
PHILIPPINES AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
CONCERNING MILITARY BASES. SIGNED AT MANILA,
ON 14 MARCH 1947

WHEREAS, the war in the Pacific has confirmed the mutuality of interest
of the Republic of the Philippines and the United States of America in matters
relating to the defense of their respective territories and that mutuality of interest
demands that the Governments of the two countries take the necessary measures
to promote their mutual security and to defend their territories and areas;

WHEREAS, the Governments of the Republic of the Philippines and of the
United States of America are desirous of cooperating in the common defense of
their two countries through arrangements consonant with the procedures and
objectives of the United Nations, and particularly through a grant to the United
States of America by the Republic of the Philippines in the exercise of its title
and sovereignty, of the use, free of rent, in furtherance of the mutual interest
of both countries, of certain lands of the public domain;

WHEREAS, the Government of the Republic of the Philippines has requested
United States assistance in providing for the defense of the Philippines and in
developing for such defense effective Philippine armed forces;

WHEREAS, pursuant to this request the Government of the United States
of America has, in view of its interest in the welfare of the Philippines, indicated
its intention of dispatching a military mission to the Philippines and of extending
to her appropriate assistance in the development of the Philippine defense forces;

WuEeREAS, a Joint Resolution of the Congress of the United States of
America of June 29, 1944, authorized the President of the United States of
America to acquire bases for the mutual protection of the Philippines and of the
United States of America; and

WuEeRreas, Joint Resolution No. 4 of the Congress of the Philippines,
approved July 28, 1945, authorized the President of the Philippines to negotiate
with the President of the United States of America for the establishment of bases

! Came into force on 26 March 1947, by mutual agreement of the Parties.
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provided for in the Joint Resolution of the Congress of the United States of
America of June 29, 1944, with a view to insuring the territorial integrity of
the Philippines, the mutual protection of the Philippines and the United States
of America, and the maintenance of peace in the Pacific;

THEREFORE, the Governments of the Republic of the Philippines and of the
United States of America agree upon the following terms for the delimitation,
establishment, maintenance and operation of military bases in the Philippines:

Article 1
GRANT OF BASES

1. The Government of the Republic of the Philippines (hereinafter referred
to as the Philippines) grants to the Government of the United States of America
(hereinafter referred to as the United States) the right to retain the use of the
bases in the Philippines listed in Annex A attached hereto.

2. The Philippines agrees to permit the United States, upon notice to the
Philippines, to use such of those bases listed in Annex B as the United States
determines to be required by military necessity.

3. The Philippines agrees to enter into negotiations with the United States
at the latter’s request, to permit the United States to expand such bases, to
exchange such bases for other bases, to acquire additional bases, or relinquish
rights to bases, as any of such exigencies may be required by military necessity.

4. A narrative description of the boundaries of the bases to which this
Agreement relates is given in Annex A and Annex B. An exact description of
the bases listed in Annex A, with metes and bounds, in conformity with the
narrative descriptions, will be agreed upon between the appropriate authorities
of the two Governments as soon as possible. With respect to any of the bases
listed in Annex B, an exact description with metes and bounds, in conformity
with the narrative description of such bases, will be agreed upon if and when
such bases are acquired by the United States.

Article 11
MUTUAL COOPERATION

1. Tt is mutually agreed that the armed forces of the Philippines may serve
on United States bases and that the armed forces of the United States may serve
on Philippine military establishments whenever such conditions appear beneficial
as mutually determined by the armed forces of both countries.
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2. Joint outlined plans for the development of military bases in the Philip-
pines may be prepared by military authorities of the two Governments.

3. In the interest of international security any bases listed in Annexes A
and B may be made available to the Security Council of the United Nations
on its call by prior mutual agreement between the Philippines and the United
States.

Article 11T
DESCRIPTION OF RIGHTS

1. It is mutually agreed that the United States shall have the rights, power
and authority within the bases which are necessary for the establishment, use,
operation and defense thereof or appropriate for the control thereof and all the
rights, power and authority within the limits of territorial waters and air space
adjacent to, or in the vicinity of, the bases which are necessary to provide access
to them, or appropriate for their control.

2. Such rights, power and authority shall include, inter alia, the right,
power and authority;

(a) to construct (including dredging and filing), operate, maintain,
utilize, occupy, garrison and control of the bases;

(b) to improve and deepen the harbors, channels, entrances and
anchorages, and to construct or maintain necessary roads and bridges afford-
ing access to the bases;

(¢) to control (including the right to prohibit) in so far as may be
required for the efficient operation and safety of the bases, and within the
limits of military necessity, anchorages, moorings, landings, takeoffs, move-
ments and operation of ships and water-borne craft, aircraft and other
vehicles on water, in the air or on land comprising or in the vicinity of
the bases;

(d) the right to acquire, as may be agreed between the two Govern-
ments, such rights of way, and to construct thereon, as may be required
for military purposes, wire and radio communications facilities, including
submarine and subterranean cables, pipe lines and spur tracks from rail-
roads to bases, and the right, as may be agreed upon between the two
Governments to construct the necessary facilities;
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(e) to comstruct, install, maintain, and employ on any base any type
of facilities, weapons, substance, device, vessel or vehicle on or under the
ground, in the air or on or under the water that may be requisite or
appropriate, including meteorological systems, aerial and water navigation
lights, radio and radar apparatus and electronic devices, of any desired
power, type of emission and frequency.

3. In the exercise of the above-mentioned rights, power and authority, the
United States agrees that the powers granted to it will not be used unreasonably
or, unless required by military necessity determined by the two Governments,
so as to interfere with the necessary rights of navigation, aviation, communi-
cation, or land travel within the territories of the Philippines. In the practical
application outside the bases of the rights, power and authority granted in this
Article there shall be, as the occasion requires, consultation between the two
Governments.

Article IV

SHIPPING AND NAVIGATION

1. It is mutually agreed that United States public vessels operated by or for
the War or Navy Departments, the Coast Guard or the Coast and Geodetic
Survey, and the military forces of the United States, military and naval aircraft
and Government-owned vehicles, including armor, shall be accorded free access
to and movement between ports and United States bases throughout the Philip-
pines, including territorial waters, by land, air and sea. This right shall include
freedom from compulsory pilotage and all toll charges. If, however, a pilot is
taken, pilotage shall be paid for at appropriate rates. In connection with
entrance into Philippine ports by United States public vessels appropriate notifi-
cation under normal conditions shall be made to the Philippine authorities.

2. Lights and other aids to navigation of vessels and aircraft placed or
established in the bases and territorial waters adjacent thereto or in the vicinity
of such bases shall conform to the system in use in the Philippines. The position,
characteristics and any alterations in the lights or other aids shall be communi-
cated in advance to the appropriate authorities of the Philippines.

3. Philippine commercial vessels may use the bases on the same terms and
conditions as United States commercial vessels.
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