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No. 638. CONVENTION1 CONCERNING STATISTICS OF 
WAGES AND HOURS OF WORK IN THE PRINCIPAL 
MINING AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES, IN 
CLUDING BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION, AND IN 
AGRICULTURE, AS MODIFIED BY THE FINAL 
ARTICLES REVISION CONVENTION, 19462

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,
Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the Inter 

national Labour Office, and having met in its Twenty-fourth 
Session on 2 June 1938, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to 
statistics of wages and hours of work in the principal mining and 
manufacturing industries, including building and construction, and 
in agriculture, which is the sixth item on the agenda of the 
Session, and

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an 
international Convention, and

Having determined that, although it is desirable that all Members of 
the Organisation should compile statistics of average earnings and 
of hours actually worked which comply with the requirements of 
Part II of this Convention, it is nevertheless expedient that the 
Convention should be open to ratification by Members which are 
not in a position to comply with the requirements of that Part,

adopts this twentieth day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred 
and thirty-eight the following Convention, which may be cited as the 
Convention concerning Statistics of Wages and Hours of Work, 1988 :

PART I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1
Each Member of the International Labour Organisation which ratifies 

this Convention undertakes that

(a) it will compile as required by this Convention statistics relating to 
wages and hours of work;

1 For the date of entry into force of the Convention and the list of ratifications 
see Certified Statement on page 278.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, Volume 38, page 3.



258 United Nations — Treaty Series 1949

(b) it will publish the data compiled in pursuance of this Convention as 
promptly as possible and will endeavour to publish data collected at 
quarterly or more frequent intervals during the succeeding quarter and 
to publish data collected at intervals of six or twelve months during the 
succeeding six or twelve months respectively; and

(c) it will communicate the data compiled in pursuance of this Convention 
to the International Xabour Office at the earliest possible date.

Article 2
1. Any Member which ratifies this Convention may, by a declaration 

appended to its ratification, exclude from its acceptance of the Convention :

(a) any one of Parts II, III, or IV; or
(b) Parts II and IV; or
(c) Parts III and IV.

2. Any Member which has made such a declaration may at any time 
cancel that declaration by a subsequent declaration.

8. Every Member for which a declaration made under paragraph 1 of 
this Article is in force shall indicate each year in its annual report upon the 
application of this Convention the extent to which any progress has been 
made with a view to the application of the Part or Parts of the Convention 
excluded from its acceptance.

Article 3
Nothing in this Convention imposes any obligation to publish or to 

reveal particulars which would result in the disclosure of information relating 
to any'individual undertaking or establishment.

Article 4
1. Each Member which ratifies this Convention undertakes that its 

competent statistical authority shall, unless it has already obtained the 
information in some other way, make enquiries relating either to all, or to 
a representative part, of the wage earners concerned, in order to obtain the 
information required for the purpose of the statistics which it has undertaken 
to compile in accordance with this Convention.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall be interpreted as requiring any 
Member to compile statistics in cases in which, after inquiries made in the 
manner required by paragraph 1 of this Article, it is found impracticable 
to obtain the necessary information without the exercise of compulsory 
powers.
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PART II. STATISTICS OF AVERAGE EARNINGS AND OF HOURS 
ACTUALLY WORKED IN MINING AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES

Article 5
1. Statistics of average earnings and of hours actually worked shall be 

compiled for wage earners employed in each of the principal mining and 
manufacturing industries, including building and construction.

2. The statistics of average earnings and of hours actually worked shall 
be compiled on the basis of data relating either to all establishments and 
wage earners or to a representative sample of establishments and wage 
earners.

8. The statistics of average earnings and of hours actually worked 
shall 
(a) give separate figures for each of the principal industries; and
(b) indicate briefly the scope of the industries or branches of industry for 

which figures are given.

Article 6 
The statistics of average earnings shall include 

(a) all cash payments and bonuses received from the employer by the 
persons employed;

(b) contributions such as social insurance contributions payable by the 
employed persons and deducted by the employer; and

(c) taxes payable by the employed persons to a public authority and 
deducted by the employer.

Article 7
In the case of countries and industries in which allowances in kind, for 

example in the form of free or cheap housing, food or fuel, form a substantial 
part of the total remuneration of the wage earners employed, the statistics 
of average earnings shall be supplemented by particulars of such allowances, 
together with estimates, so far as practicable, of their money value.

Article 8
The statistics of average earnings shall be supplemented, so far as 

practicable, by indications as to the average amount of any family allowances 
per person employed in the period to which the statistics relate.
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Article 9
1. The statistics of average earnings shall relate to average earnings 

per hour, day, week or other customary period.

2. Where the statistics of average earnings relate to average earnings 
per day, week or other customary period, the statistics of actual hours shall 
relate to the same period.

Article 10
1. The statistics of average earnings and of hours actually worked, 

referred to in Article 9, shall be compiled once every year and where possible 
at shorter intervals.

2. Once every three years and where possible at shorter intervals the 
statistics of average earnings and, so far as practicable, the statistics of 
hours actually worked shall be supplemented by separate figures for each 
sex and for adults and juveniles; provided that it shall not be necessary to 
compile these separate figures in the case of industries in which all but an 
insignificant number of the wage earners belong to the same sex or age 
group, or to compile the separate figures of hours actually worked for males 
and females, or for adults and juveniles, in the case of industries in which 
the normal hours of work do not vary by sex or age.

Article 11
Where the statistics of average earnings and of hours actually worked 

relate not to the whole country but to certain districts, towns or industrial 
centres, these districts, towns or centres shall, so far as practicable, be 
indicated.

Article 12
1. Index numbers showing the general movement of earnings per hour 

and where possible per day, week or other customary period shall be compiled 
at as frequent and as regular intervals as possible on the basis of the statistics 
compiled in pursuance of this Part of this Convention.

2. In compiling such index numbers due account shall be taken, inter 
alia, of the relative importance of the different industries.

8. In publishing such index numbers indications shall be given as to 
the methods employed in their construction.
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