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No. 637. CONVENTION: CONCERNING SAFETY PROVI-
SIONS IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY, AS MODIFIED
BY THE FINAL ARTICLES REVISION CONVENTION,
19462

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the Inter-
national Labour Office, and having met in its Twenty-third Session
on 8 June 1987, and

Considering that building work gives rise to serious accident risks which
it is necessary to reduce both on humanitarian and on economic
grounds, and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to
safety provisions for workers in the building industry with reference
to scaffolding and hoisting machinery, which is the first item on
the agenda of the Session, and

Considering that, in view of the desirability of standardising minimum
safety provisions without prescribing requirements too rigid for
general application, the most appropriate form for these proposals
is that of an international Convention accompanied by a Recom-
mendation embodying a model code of safety regulations,

adopts this twenty-third day of June of the year onc thousand ninc hundred
and thirty-seven the following Convention, which may be cited as the Safety
Provisions (Building) Convention, 1937 :

Part I. OBLIGATIONS OF PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION

Article 1

1. Each Member of the International Labour Organisation which ratifies
this Convention undertakes that it will maintain in force laws or regulations—

(a) which ensure the application of the General Rules set forth in Parts II
to IV of this Convention; and

1 For the date of entry into force of the Convention and the list of ratifications
see Certified Statement on page 252.
* United Nations, Treaty Series, Volume 88, page 8.



286 United Nations — Treaty Series 1949

(b) in virtue of which an appropriate authority has power to make regu-
lations for the purpose of giving such effect as may be possible and
desirable under national conditions to the provisions of, or provisions
equivalent to the provisions of, the model code annexed to the Safety
Provisions (Building) Recommendation, 1987, or any revised model code
subsequently recommended by the International Labour Conference.

2. Each such Member further undertakes that it will eommunicate
every third year to the International Labour Office a report indicating the
extent to which effect has been given to the provisions of the model code
annexed to the Safety Provisions (Building) Recommendation, 1987, or of
any revised model code subsequently recommended by the International
Labour Conference.

Article 2

1. The laws or regulations for ensuring the application of the General
Rules set forth in Parts II to IV of this Convention shall apply to all work
done on the site in connection with the construetion, repair, alteration,
maintenance and demolition of all types of buildings.

2. The said laws or regulations may provide that the competent authori-
ty may, after consultation with the organisations of employers and workers
concerned where such exist, exempt from all or any of their provisions work
of such a character that reasonably safe conditions normally obtain.

Article 3
The laws or regulations for ensuring the application of the General
Rules set forth in Parts II to IV of this Convention, and regulations made
by the appropriate authority for the purpose of giving effect to the model

codc annexed to the Safety Provisions (Building) Recommendation, 1937,
shall—

(a) require employers to bring them to the notice of all persons coneerned
in a manner approved by the competent authority;

(b) define the persons responsible for compliance therewith; and
(c) prescribe adequate penalties for any violation thereof.

Article 4

Each Member which ratifies this Convention undertakes to maintain,
or satisfy itself that there is maintained, a system of inspection adequate to
ensure the effective enforcement of its laws and regulations relating to
safety precautions in the building industry.
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Article 5

1. In the case of a Member the territory of which includes large arcas
where, by reason of the sparseness of the population or the stage of economic
development of the area, the competent authority considers it impracticable
to enforce the provisions of this Convention, the authority may exempt
such areas from the application of the Convention either generally or with
such exceptions in respect of particular localities or particular kinds of
building operations as it thinks fit.

2. Each Member shall indicate in its first annual report upon the
application of this Convention submitted under Article 22 of the Constitution
of the International Labour Organisation any areas in respect of which it
proposes to have recourse to the provisions of the present Article and no
Member shall, after the date of its first annual report, have rccourse to the
provisions of the present Article except in respect of areas so indicated.

8. Each Member having recourse to the provisions of the present
Article shall indicate in subsequent annual reports any areas in respect of
which it renounces the right to have recourse to the provisions of the present
Article.

Article 6

Each Member which ratifies this Convention undertakes to communicate
annually to the International Labour Office the latest statistical information
relating to the number and classification of accidents occurring to persons
occupied on work within the scope of this Convention.

Part II. GENERAL RULES AS TO SCAFFOLDS

Article 7

1. Suitable scaffolds shall be provided for workmen for all work that
cannot be safely done from a ladder or by other means.

2. A scaffold shall not be constructed, taken down, or substantially
altered, except—
(a) under the supervision of a competent and responsible person; and

(b) as far as possible by competent workers possessing adequate experience
in this kind of work.
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8. All scaffolds and appliances connected therewith and all ladders
shall—

(a) be of sound material;

(b) be of adequate strength having regard to the loads and strains to which
they will be subjected; and

(¢) be maintained in proper condition.

4. Scaffolds shall be so constructed that no part thereof can be displaced
in consequence of normal use.

5. Scaffolds shall not be overloaded and so far as practicable the load
shall be evenly distributed.

6. Before installing lifting gear on scaffolds special precautions shall be
taken to ensure the strength and stability of the scaffolds.

7. Scaffolds shall be periodically inspected by a competent person.

8. Before allowing a scaffold to be used by his workmen every employer
shall, whether the scaffold has been erected by his workmen or not, take
steps to ensure that it complies fully with the requirements of this Article.

Article 8

1. Working platforms, gangways and stairways shall—
(a) be so constructed that no part thereof can sag unduly or uncqually;

(b) be so constructed and maintained, having regard to the prevailing
conditions, as to reduce as far as practicable risks of persons tripping
or slipping; and

(c¢) be kept free from any unnecessary obstruction.

2. In the case of working platforms, gangways, working places and

stairways at a height exceeding that to be prescribed by national laws or
regulations—

(a) every working platform and every gangway shall be closely boarded
unless other adequate measures are taken to ensure safety;

(b) every working platform and gangway shall have adequate width; and
(c) every working platform, gangway, working place and stairway shall be

suitably fenced.
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