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No. 633. CONVENTION1 CONCERNING THE LIABILITY 
OF THE SHIPOWNER IN CASE OF SICKNESS, INJURY 
OR DEATH OF SEAMEN, AS MODIFIED BY THE FINAL 
ARTICLES REVISION CONVENTION, 1946*

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation, 
Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the

International Labour Office, and having met in its Twenty-first
Session on 6 October 1936, and 

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to
the liability of the shipowner in case of sickness, injury or death of
seamen, which is included in the second item on the agenda of the
Session, and 

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an
international Convention,

adopts this twenty-fourth day of October of the year one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-six the following Convention, which may be cited as 
the Shipowners' Liability (Sick and Injured Seamen) Convention, 1936 :

Article 1
1. This Convention applies to all persons employed on board any vessel, 

other than a ship of war, registered in a territory for which this Convention 
is in force and ordinarily engaged in maritime navigation.

2. Provided that any Member of the International Labour Organisation 
may in its national laws or regulations make such exceptions as it deems 
necessary in respect of 

(a) persons employed on board,
(i) vessels of public authorities when such vessels are not engaged in

trade;
(ii) coastwise fishing boats;

(iii) boats of less than twenty-five tons gross tonnage; 
(iv) wooden ships of primitive build such as dhows and junks;

1 For the date of entry into force of the Convention and the list of ratifications 
see Certified Statement 011 page 184.

» United Nations, Treaty Series, Volume 38, page 3.
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(b) persons employed on board by an employer other than the shipowner;

(c) persons employed solely in ports in repairing, cleaning, loading or 
unloading vessels;

(d) members of the shipowner's family;
(e) pilots.

Article 2
1. The shipowner shall be liable in respect of 

(a) sickness and injury occurring between the date specified in the 
articles of agreement for reporting for duty and the termination of 
the engagement;

(b) death resulting from such sickness or injury.

2. Provided that national laws or regulations may make exceptions in 
respect of 

(a) injury incurred otherwise than in the service of the ship ;
(b) injury or sickness due to the wilful act, default or misbehaviour of the 

sick, injured or deceased person;
(c) sickness or infirmity intentionally concealed when the engagement 

is entered into.

8. National laws or regulations may provide that the shipowner shall 
not be liable in respect of sickness, or death directly attributable to sickness, 
if at the time of the engagement the person employed refused to be medically 
examined.

Article 3
For the purpose of this Convention, medical care and maintenance at 

the expense of the shipowner comprises 
(a) medical treatment and the supply of proper and sufficient medicines 

and therapeutical appliances; and
(b) board and lodging.

Article 4
1. The shipowner shall be liable to defray the expense of medical care 

and maintenance until the sick of injured person has been cured, or until the 
sickness or incapacity has been declared of a permanent character.

2. Provided that national laws or regulations may limit the liability 
of the shipowner to defray the expense of medical care and maintenance to 
a period which shall not be less than sixteen weeks from the day of the injury 
or the commencement of the sickness.
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8. Provided also that, if there is in force in the territory in which the 
vessel is registered a scheme applying to seamen of compulsory sickness 
insurance, compulsory accident insurance or workmen's compensation for 
accidents, national laws or regulations may provide 

(a) that a shipowner shall cease to be liable in respect of a sick or injured 
person from the time at which that person becomes entitled to medical 
benefits under the insurance or compensation scheme;

(b) that the shipowner shall cease to be liable from the time prescribed by 
law for the grant of medical benefits under the insurance or compensation 
scheme to the beneficiaries of such schemes, even when the sick or 
injured person is not covered by the scheme in question, unless he is 
excluded from the scheme by reason of any restriction which affects 
particularly foreign workers or workers not resident in the territory 
in which the vessel is registered.

Article 5
1. Where the sickness or injury results in incapacity for work the 

shipowner shall be liable 
(a) to pay full wages as long as the sick or injured person remains on board;
(b) if the sick or injured person has dependants, to pay wages in whole or 

in part as prescribed by national laws or regulations from the time when 
he is landed until he has been cured or the sickness or incapacity has 
been declared of a permanent character.

2. Provided that national laws or regulations may limit the liability 
of the shipowner to pay wages in whole or in part in respect of a person no 
longer on board to a period which shall not be less than sixteen weeks from 
the day of the injury or the commencement of the sickness.

8. Provided also that, if there is in force in the territory in which the 
vessel is registered a scheme applying to seamen of compulsory sickness 
insurance, compulsory accident insurance or workmen's compensation for 
accidents, national laws or regulations may provide 

(a) that a shipowner shall cease to be liable in respect of a sick or injured 
person from the time at which that person becomes entitled to cash 
benefits under the insurance or compensation scheme;

(b) that the shipowner shall cease to be liable from the time prescribed by 
law for the grant of cash benefits under the insurance or compensation 
scheme to the beneficiaries of such schemes, even when the sick or 
injured person is not covered by the scheme in question, unless he is 
excluded from the scheme by reason of any restriction which affects 
particularly foreign workers or workers not resident in the territory 
in which the vessel is registered.
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