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SAUDI ARABIA
and

IRAN

Agreement concerning the sovereignty over the islands
of Al-’Arabiyah and Farsi and the delimitation of
the boundary line separating the submarine areas
between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Iran
(with exchanges of letters, map and annexed English
translation). Signed at Teheran on 24 October 1968

Authentic texts of the Agreement and exchanges of letters: Arabic and Persian.
Awuthentic texts of the map: Avabic and English.
Registered by Saudi Arabia on 27 October 1969,

ARABIE SAOUDITE
et
IRAN

Accord relatif 4 la souveraineté sur les iles Al-’Arabiyah
et Farsi et 3 la délimitation de la zone sous-marine
entre le Royaume d’Arabie Saoudite et I'Iran (avec
échanges de lettres, carte et traduction anglaise en
annexe), Signé 3 Téhéran le 24 octobre 1968

Textes authentiques de I' Accord et des échanges de lellres: arabe el persan.
Textes authentiques de la carte : arabe et anglais.
Enregistré par I Arvabie Saoudite le 27 octobre 1969.
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EXCHANGES OF LETTERS - ECHANGE DE LETTRES
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EXCHANGES OF LETTERS - ECHANGES DE LETTRES
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[TransraTION ¥ — TrRaDUCTION ¥

AGREEMENT 3 CONCERNING THE SOVEREIGNTY OVER
THE ISLANDS OF AL-ARABIYAH AND FARSI AND
THE DELIMITATION OF THE BOUNDARY LINE SEPA-
RATING THE SUBMARINE AREAS. BETWEEN THE
KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA AND IRAN

The Royal Government of Saudi Arabia, represented by His Excellency
Shaikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani, Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources,
of the one part and the Imperial Government of Iran, represented by
His Excellency Dr. Manoochehr Eghbal, Chairman of the Board and General
Managing Director of the National Iranian Oil Company, of the other part,

Desirous of resolvmg the difference between them regarding sovereignty
over the islands of Al-’Arabiyah and Farsi and

Desirous further of determining in a just and accurate manner the
boundary line separating the respective submarine areas over which each
party is entitled by international law to exercise sovereign rights,

Now therefore and with due respect to the pr1nc1p1es of the law and
particular circumstances,
And after exchanging the credentials, have agreed as follows:

Article 1

The Parties mutually recognize the sovereignty of Saudi Arabia over
the island of Al-’Arabiyah and of Iran over the island of Farsi. Each island
shall possess a belt of territorial sea twelve nautical miles in width,
measured from the line of lowest low water on each of the said islands.
In the area where these belts overlap, a boundary line separating the
territorial seas of the two islands shall be drawn so as to_be equidistant
throughout its length from the lowest low water lines on each island.

Article 2

The boundary line separating the submarine areas which appertain to
Saudi Arabia from the submarine areas which appertain to Iran shall
be a line established as hereinafter provided. Both Parties mutually recognize

1 Official translation sngned by both Parties.

® Traduction officielle signée par les deux Parties.

? Came into force on 28 January 1969 by the exchange of the instruments of ratification,
which took place at Jeddah, in accordance with article 5.

*No. 8976
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that each possesses over the seabed and subsocil of the submarine areas on
its side of the line sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and
exploiting the natural resources therein.

Article 3

The boundary line referred to in Article 2 shall be:

(a) Except in the vicinity of Al-’Arabiyah and Farsi, the said line is
determined by straight lines between the following points whose latitude
and longitude are specified herein below:

Point North Latitude East Longitude
1 27010.0 50054.0/
2 27018.5° 50045.5
3 27026.5' 5(037.0
4 27056.5 50017.5
5 28008 .5/ 50006.5°
6 28017.6 49956.2
7 28021.0/ 49050.9
8 28024.7 49047.8
9 28024.4° ! 49947.4'

10 . 289279 49042.0/
11 28034.8’ 49039.7
12 28037.2 49036.2
13 28040.9’ 49933.5°
14 28041.3 49034.3/

(8) In the vicinity of Al-’Arabiyah and Farsi, a line laid down as
follows:

At the point where the line described in paragraph {a) intersects the
limit of the belt of territorial sea around Farsi, the boundary shall follow
the limit of that belt on the side facing Saudi Arabia until it meets the
boundary line set forth in Article 1 which divides the territorial seas of
Farsi and Al-’Arabiyah; thence it shall follow that line easterly until it
meets the limit of the belt of territorial sea around Al-’Arabiyah; thence
it shall follow the limit of that belt on the side facing Iran until it
intersects again the line described in paragraph (a).

The map prepared by the A.M. Service Corps of Engineers U.S. Army
compiled in 1966 was used and shall be used as the basis for the measurement
of the coordinates described above and the Boundary Line is illustrated in a
copy of the said map signed and attached hereto. !

1 See insert in a pocket at the end of this volume.
No. 9576



