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EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT 1 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND 
JAPAN RELATING TO A GEODETIC SATELLITE OBSER 
VATION STATION

The American Embassy to the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Note No. 201

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and with reference to informal discussions 
during recent months has the honor to invite the Ministry's attention 
to a program of scientific research which is intended to yield information 
on the shape and dimensions of the earth with a precision considerably 
exceeding that available from previous mapping techniques. This research 
involves precise observations from about forty locations around the world 
of a large spherical satellite, known as the Passive Geodetic Satellite 
(PAGEOS), which was launched from the United States last June.

The cooperation of the Government of Japan in this research project 
is earnestly solicited. If permitted by the Government of Japan, a team 
of four scientists and technicians employed by the United States Coast and 
Geodetic Survey, a part of the Department of Commerce, will plan to 
arrive in Japan on approximately September 20, accompanied by scientific 
instruments needed for the observations of the PAGEOS satellite. As the 
result of numerous meetings with representatives of the Science and Techno 
logy Agency, it has been determined that a suitable site for the observations 
can be made available near the city of Kanoya in Kagoshima Prefecture. The 
American team would plan to establish a bench mark and then to make 
observations from approximately October, 1966, to March, 1967, at which 
time the instruments would be removed to another location outside of 
Japan. Starting in April, 1968, the American team would like to return to 
Kanoya for another series of observations lasting about six months.

It is noted that the PAGEOS research program is open and unclassified, 
and that the results of the observations will be made freely available to 
the scientists of Japan. The proposed observation station in Kanoya will 
also be open to inspection by Japanese scientists and government officials 
at any time.

1 Came into force on 19 September 1966 by the exchange of the said notes. 
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