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No. 9322. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT 
OF MALAYSIA, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF THE PHILIPPINES, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE, THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND AND THE GOVERN 
MENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM ESTABLISH 
ING THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES DEVELOP 
MENT CENTER. DONE AT BANGKOK, ON 28 DECEM 
BER 1967

The Contracting Governments,

Recognizing the vital importance of promoting the fisheries development 
in Southeast Asia in the light of the urgent need of increasing the food supply and 
of improving the nutritional standard, especially of increasing the supply of 
animal protein, in this region ;

Realizing that, in order to promote the fisheries development in this region, 
further efforts should be made in the fields of training of fisheries technicians, 
research on fisheries techniques and investigation of fisheries resources and in 
other relevant fields ; and

Convinced that regional co-operation is highly effective in such fields ;

Have agreed to establish hereby the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development 
Center, hereinafter called the " Center ", which shall operate in accordance with 
the following provisions :

CHAPTER I

PURPOSE AND FUNCTIONS

Article 1 
PURPOSE

The purpose of the Center is to contribute to the promotion of the fisheries 
development in Southeast Asia by mutual co-operation among the member

1 Came into force on 28 December 1967, the date on which three Governments those of 
Japan, Singapore and Thailand had signed the Agreement, in accordance with article 15 (1). 
Subsequently, the Agreement came into force on 16 January 1968, in respect of the Government of 
the Philippines, and on 26 January 1968, in respect of the Governments of Malaysia and the 
Republic of Viet-Nam, i.e., on the respective dates of signature on their behalf, in accordance with 
article 15 (2).
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governments of the Center, hereinafter called the " Members ", and through 
collaboration with international organizations and governments external to the 
Center.

Article 2 

FUNCTIONS

To fulfil its purpose, the Center shall have the following functions : 

(i) to train fisheries technicians of the Southeast Asian countries ;

(ii) to study such fisheries techniques as are suited to the fisheries in Southeast 
Asia;

(iii) to develop fishing grounds and to conduct investigation of fisheries resources 
and research in fisheries oceanography in Southeast Asia ;

(iv) to collect and analyse information related to the fisheries in Southeast Asia;

(v) to provide the Members with the results of studies and researches by the 
Center and other information; and

(vi) to handle the other matters related to the functions referred to in (i) to (v) of 
this Article.

CHAPTER n 

MEMBERSHIP

Article 3 

MEMBERSHIP

1. Membership in the Center shall be open to the governments of the Southeast 
Asian countries and Japan. For the purpose of this Agreement, the term " South 
east Asian countries " shall refer to the Union of Burma, the Kingdom of 
Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Kingdom of Laos, Malaysia, the 
Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand 
and the Republic of Viet-Nam.

2. Governments eligible for membership under paragraph 1 of this Article 
which do not sign within the period specified in Article 14 of this Agreement may 
be admitted to membership in the Center by a two-thirds majority vote of the 
total number of Directors of the Council.
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CHAPTER III

ORGANIZATION

Article 4 
ORGANS OF CENTER

The Center shall have a Council, a Secretariat and such Departments as 
may be decided upon by the Council.

Article 5 
COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL

1. Each Member shall be represented on the Council by one Director. Direc 
tors shall hold office until their successors shall be appointed.

2. Each Member may appoint an Alternate Director who shall exercise all the 
powers of its Director in his absence.

3. Each Member shall pay due regard to the desirability of appointing as its 
Director a high level official who has sufficient knowledge and experience in the 
field of fisheries development.

4. At its annual meeting, the Council shall designate one of the Directors as 
Chairman, who shall hold office until the election of the next Chairman at the 
next annual meeting of the Council.

Article 6 

POWERS OF COUNCIL

1. The Council shall be the supreme organ of the Center and all the powers of 
the Center shall be vested in the Council.

2. The Council may delegate to the Secretary-General any or all of its powers, 
except the powers :

(i) to decide on the Plan of Operation and the Working Programme concerning
the establishment and the operation of the Departments of the Center ; 

(ii) to adopt the annual programme and the annual budget of revenues and
expenditures of the Center ;

(iii) to approve the annual report on the operation of the Center; 
(iv) to admit new Members ;
(v) to appoint the Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General ; 

(vi) to appoint the Department-Chiefs and the Deputy Department-Chiefs ;
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(vii) to approve agreements or arrangements referred to in Article 12 of this
Agreement ; 

(viii) to decide to receive assistance referred to in Article 13 of this Agreement;

(ix) to adopt amendments of this Agreement in accordance with the provisions
of Article 18; and 

(x) to decide on the manner in which the property and assets of the Center
shall be disposed of in case of the abolishment of any department.

Article 7 
PROCEDURE OF COUNCIL

1. The Council shall hold an annual meeting and such other meeting as may be 
decided by the Council or called by the Secretary-General. A meeting of the 
Council shall be called by the Secreatary-General whenever requested by a 
majority of the Members. The inaugural meeting of the Council shall be called 
by the Government of Thailand.
2. Each Director shall have one vote and, except as otherwise provided in this 
Agreement, all matters before the Council shall be decided by a majority of the 
Members present and voting.
3. Notwithstanding paragraph 2 of this Article, the Plan of Operation and the 
Working Programme referred to in Article 6 paragraph 2 (i) and the manner of 
disposal referred to in Article 6 paragraph 2 (x) of this Agreement shall be decided 
by a unanimous vote of the total number of the Directors of the Council.
4. A quorum for any meeting of the Council shall be a majority of the Directors.

5. The Council may, by regulation, establish a procedure whereby the Chairman 
of the Council may, when the latter deems such action advisable, obtain a vote of 
the Directors on a specific question without calling a meeting of the Council.

Article 8 
COMPOSITION OF SECRETARIAT

1. The Secretariat shall consist of a Secretary-General, a Deputy Secretary- 
General and Secretariat staff.
2. The term of office of the Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary- 
General shall be two years and they may be re-appointed.
3. The Secretary-General and the Deputy Secretary-General shall be concur 
rently the Chief and the Deputy Chief of one of the Departments.
4. The Secretariat staff shall be appointed by the Secretary-General.
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