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No. 9281. EUROPEAN CODE OF SOCIAL SECURITY. 1 
OPENED FOR SIGNATURE AT STRASBOURG, ON 
16 APRIL

r —————

PREAMBLE 

The member States of the Council of Europe, signatory hereto,

Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity 
between its Members for the purpose, among others, of facilitating their social 
progress ;

Considering that one of the objects of the social programme of the Council of 
Europe is to encourage all Members to develop further their systems of social 
security ;

Recognising the desirability of harmonising social charges in member coun 
tries ;

Convinced that it is desirable to establish a European Code of Social Security 
at a higher level than the minimum standards embodied in International Labour 
Convention No. 102 concerning Minimum Standards of Social Security, 2

Have agreed on the following provisions, which have been prepared with the 
collaboration of the International Labour Office:

PART 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1

1 . In this Code :

(a) the term "the Committee of Ministers" means the Committee of Ministers 
of the Council of Europe ;

(6) the term "the Committee" means the Committee of Experts on Social 
Security of the Council of Europe or such other Committee as the Committee of 
Ministers may designate to carry out the duties laid down in Article 2, paragraph 3; 
Article 74, paragraph 4, and Article 78, paragraph 3;

(c) the term "Secretary-General" means the Secretary-General of the Council 
of Europe ;

1 Came into force on 17 March 1968, i.e. one year after the date of deposit of the third instrument 
of ratification with the Secretary-General of the Council of Europe, in accordance with article 77. 
For the list of States on behalf of which the instrument of ratification, acceptance or accession were 
deposited at the date of registration of the Code, see p. 336 of this volume ; and for the declarations made 
in conformity with article 3, see p. 336.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 210, p. 131.
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(d) the term "prescribed" means determined by or in virtue of national laws 
or regulations;

(e) the term "residence" means ordinary residence in the territory of the 
Contracting Party concerned and the term "resident" means a person ordinarily 
resident in the territory of the Contracting Party concerned;

(/) the term "wife" means a wife who is maintained by her husband;
(g) the term "widow" means a woman who was maintained by her husband 

at the time of his death ;
(h) the term "child" means a child under school-leaving age or under 15 years 

of age, as may be prescribed ;
(i) the term "qualifying period" means a period of contribution, or a period of 

employment, or a period of residence, or any combination thereof, as may be 
prescribed.

2. In Articles 10, 34 and 49 the term "benefit" means either direct benefit in thft 
form of care or indirect benefit consisting of a reimbursement of the expenses borne 
by the person concerned.

Article 2

1. Each Contracting Party shall comply with:

(a) Parti;
(b) at least six of Parts II to X, provided that Part II shall count as two Parts 

and Part V as three Parts ;
(c) the relevant provisions of Parts XI and XII; and
(d) Part XIII.

2. The terms of sub-paragraph (b) of the foregoing paragraph can be regarded as 
fulfilled if:

(a) at least three of Parts II to X, including at least one of Parts IV, V, VI, IX 
and X are complied with; and

(b) in addition, proof is furnished that the social security legislation in force is 
equivalent to one of the combinations provided for in that sub-paragraph, taking 
into account : 

(i) the fact that certain branches covered by sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph
exceed the standards of the Code in respect of their scope of protection or
their level of benefits, or both ; 

(ii) the fact that certain branches covered by sub-paragraph (a) of this paragraph
exceed the standards of the Code by granting supplementary services of
advantages listed in Addendum 2 ; and 

(iii) branches which do not attain the standards of the Code.

No. 9281
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3. A Signatory desiring to avail itself of the provisions of paragraph 2 (b) of this 
Article shall make a request to this effect in the report to the Secretary-General 
submitted in accordance with the provisions of Article 78. The Committee, 
basing itself on the principle of equivalence of cost, shall lay down rules co-ordi 
nating and denning the conditions for taking into account the provisions of 
paragraph 2 (b) of this Article. These provisions may only be taken into account 
in each case with the approval of the Committee, the decision to be taken by a 
two-thirds majority.

Article 3

Each Contracting Party shall specify in its instrument of ratification those 
Parts of Parts II to X in respect of which it accepts the obligations of this Code, 
and shall also state whether and to what extent it avails itself of the provisions of 
Article 2, paragraph 2.

Article 4

1. Each Contracting Party may subsequently notify the Secretary-General that 
it accepts the obligations of the Code in respect of one or more of Parts II to X 
not already specified in its ratification.

2. The undertakings referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article shall be deemed to 
be an integral part of the ratification and to have the force of ratification as from 
the date of notification.

Article 5

Where, for the purpose of compliance with any of the Parts II to X of this 
Code which are to be covered by its ratification, a Contracting Party is required to 
protect prescribed classes of persons constituting not less than a specified percent 
age of employees or residents, that Contracting Party shall satisfy itself, before 
undertaking to comply with any such Part, that the relevant percentage is attained.

Article 6

For the purpose of compliance with Parts II, III, IV, V, VIII (in so far as it 
relates to medical care), IX or X of this Code, a Contracting Party may take account 
of protection effected by means of insurance which, although not made compulsory 
by national laws or regulations for the persons to be protected,

(a) is subsidised by the public authorities or, where such insurance is comple 
mentary only, is supervised by the public authorities or administered, in accordance 
with prescribed standards, by joint operation of employers and workers;
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(b) covers a substantial part of the persons whose earnings do not exceed those 
of the skilled manual male employee, determined in accordance with Article 65; and

(c) complies, in conjunction with other forms of protection, where appro 
priate, with the relevant provisions of the Code.

PART II

MEDICAL CARE

Article 7

Each Contracting Party for which this Part of this Code is in force shall 
secure to the persons protected the provision of benefit in respect of a condition 
requiring medical care of a preventive or curative nature in accordance with the 
following Articles of this Part.

Article 8

The contingencies covered shall include any morbid condition, whatever its 
cause, and pregnancy and confinement and their consequences.

Article 9

The persons protected shall comprise :
(a) prescribed classes of employees, constituting not less than 50 per cent of 

all employees, and also their wives and children; or

(b) prescribed classes of the economically active population, constituting not 
less than 20 per cent of all residents, and also their wives and children; or

(c) prescribed classes of residents, constituting not less than 50 per cent of all 
residents.

Article 10

1. The benefit shall include at least : 
(a) in case of a morbid condition,

(i) general practitioner care, including domiciliary visiting ; 
(ii) specialist care at hospitals for in-patients and out-patients, and such specialist

care as may be available outside hospitals; 
(iii) the essential pharmaceutical supplies as prescribed by medical or other

qualified practitioners ; and 
(iv) hospitalisation where necessary ; and
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