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No. 8791. PROTOCOL1 RELATING TO THE STATUS OF 
REFUGEES. DONE AT NEW YORK, ON 31 JANUARY 
1967

The States Parties to the present Protocol,
Considering that the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees done at 

Geneva on 28 July 195P (hereinafter referred to as the Convention) covers only 
those persons who have become refugees as a result of events occurring before 
1 January 1951,

Considering that new refugee situations have arisen since the Convention 
was adopted and that the refugees concerned may therefore not fall within the 
scope of the Convention,

Considering that it is desirable that equal status should be enjoyed by all 
refugees covered by the definition in the Convention irrespective of the dateline 
1 January 1951,

Have agreed as follows :

Article I 

GENERAL PROVISION

1. The States Parties to the present Protocol undertake to apply articles 2 to 34 
inclusive of the Convention to refugees as hereinafter defined.
2. For the purpose of the present Protocol, the term " refugee " shall, except 
as regards the application of paragraph 3 of this article, mean any person within 
the definition of article 1 of the Convention as if the words " As a result of events 
occurring before 1 January 1951 and ..." and the words "... as a result of 
such events ", in article 1 A (2) were omitted.

1 On the recommendation of the Executive Committee of the Programme of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, the High Commissioner submitted the draft of the above- 
mentioned Protocol to the General Assembly of the United Nations, through the Economic and 
Social Council, in the addendum to his report concerning measures to extend the personal scope of 
the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. The Economic and Social Council, in resolu 
tion 1186 (XLI) of 18 November 1966, took note with approval of the draft Protocol and transmitted 
the said addendum to the General Assembly. The General Assembly, in resolution 2198 (XXI) 
of 16 December 1966, took note of the Protocol and requested the Secretary-General " to transmit 
the text of the Protocol to the States mentioned in article V thereof, with a view to enabling them 
to accede to the Protocol. "

In accordance with article VIII, paragraph 1, the Protocol came into force on 4 October 1967, 
the date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the sixth instrument of 
accession, in respect of the following States on behalf of which the instruments of accession were 
deposited on the dates indicated : 
Holy See ............ 8 June 1967 Gambia .............. 29 September 1967
Central African Republic 30 August 1967 Senegal .............. 3 October 1967
Cameroon ............ 19 September 1967 Sweden. ............... 4 October 1967

2 United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 189, p. 137.
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3. The present Protocol shall be applied by the States Parties hereto without 
any geographic limitation, save that existing declarations made by States already 
Parties to the Convention in accordance with article 1 B (1) (a) of the Convention, 
shall, unless extended under article 1 B (2) thereof, apply also under the present 
Protocol.

Article II 

CO-OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL AUTHORITIES WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

1. The States Parties to the present Protocol undertake to co-operate with the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, or any other 
agency of the United Nations which may succeed it, in the exercise of its 
functions, and shall in particular facilitate its duty of supervising the application 
of the provisions of the present Protocol.

2. In order to enable the Office of the High Commissioner, or any other agency 
of the United Nations which may succeed it, to make reports to the competent 
organs of the United Nations, the States Parties to the present Protocol undertake 
to provide them with the information and statistical data requested, in the 
appropriate form, concerning :

(a) The condition of refugees ; 
(6) The implementation of the present Protocol ;
(c) Laws, regulations and decrees which are, or may hereafter be, in force 

relating to refugees.

Article III 

INFORMATION ON NATIONAL LEGISLATION

The States Parties to the present Protocol shall communicate to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations the laws and regulations which they 
may adopt to ensure the application of the present Protocol.

Article IV 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Any dispute between States Parties to the present Protocol which relates to 
its interpretation or application and which cannot be settled by other means shall 
be referred to the International Court of Justice at the request of any one of the 
parties to the dispute.

No. 8791


