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No. 7212. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN 
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE NETHERLANDS AND 
THE FEDERATION OF MALAYA REGARDING THE 
MUTUAL ABOLITION OF PASSPORT VISAS. KUALA 
LUMPUR, 20 JANUARY 1959

KEMENTRIAN LUAR NEGRI 

PERSEKUTUAN TANAH MELAYU

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

FEDERATION OF MALAYA

Kuala Lumpur, 20th January, 1959 
Monsieur le Charg  d'Affaires,

I have the honour to inform you that in order to arrange for the continuation 
of the present freedom of travel between the Kingdom of the Netherlands in 
Europe and the Federation of Malaya, the Government of the Federation of 
Malaya are prepared to conclude with the Government of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands an agreement in the folowing terms :

(1) Netherlands subjects shall be free to travel from any place whatever to the 
Federation of Malaya without the necessity of obtaining a visa in advance provided that 
they are furnished with valid Netherlands passports.

(2) Holders of valid Federation of Malaya passports shall be free to travel from 
any place whatever to the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Europe without the necessity 
of obtaining a visa in advance.2

(3) It is understood that the waiver of the visa requirement does not exempt Nether 
lands subjects and citizens of the Federation of Malaya from the necessity of complying

1 Applied provisionally as from 20 January 1959; came into force definitively on 5 March 1960, 
the date of receipt by the Government of the Federation of Malaya of a note in which the Nether 
lands Government informed that the approval constitutionally required in the Netherlands had 
been obtained, in accordance with the provisions of article 4.

According to the information provided by the Government of the Netherlands the two Con 
tracting Parties regard this agreement as applying as from 15 September 1963 to persons travelling 
between the European part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Malaysia.

2 The following information was provided by the Government of the Netherlands :

" On 3 November 1959 the Netherlands Government sent an Aide-M moire to the Gov 
ernment of the Federation of Malaya to the effect that Article 2 of the notes exchanged would 
be taken to mean that holders of valid Federation of Malaya passports showing that they were 
subjects of the Federation would be permitted to enter the Netherlands without a visa.

" The Government of the Federation of Malaya stated that it agreed to that inter 
pretation and added that no passports or other travel documents would be furnished to 
persons who were not subjects of the Federation of Malaya. "


