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No. 6032. THE INDUS WATERS TREATY 1960t BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, THE GOVERNMENT OF
PAKISTAN AND THE INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR
RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT. SIGNED AT
KARACHI, ON 19 SEPTEMBER 1960

PREAMBLE

The Government of India and the Government of Pakistan, being equally
desirous of attaining the most complete and satisfactory utilisation of the waters of
the Indus system of rivers and recognising the need, therefore, of fixing and delim-
iting, in a spirit of goodwill and friendship, the rights and obligations of each in relation
to the other concerning the use of these waters and of making provision for the settle-
ment, in a cooperative spirit, of all such questions as may hereafter arise in regard to
the interpretation or application of the provisions agreed upon herein, have resolved
to conclude a Treaty in furtherance of these objectives, and for this purpose have
named as their plenipotentiaries :

The Government of India :
Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister of India, and
The Government of Pakistan :

Field Marshal Mohammad Ayub Khan, H.P., H.J., President of Pakistan ;

who, having communicated to each other their respective Full Powers and having
found them in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles and
Annexures :

Avrticle T
DEFINITIONS

As used in this Treaty :

(1) The terms “Article” and “Annexure” mean respectively an Article of, and an
Annexure to, this Treaty. Except as otherwise indicated, references to Paragraphs
are to the paragraphs in the Article or in the Annexure in which the reference is made.

1 Came into force on 12 January 1961, upon the exchange of the instruments of ratification
at New Delhi, with retroactive effect from 1 April 1960, in accordance with article XII (2).

The text printed herein incorporates the corrections effected by the Protocol signed on
27 November, 2 and 23 December 1960 (See p. 290 of this volume).
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(2) The term “Tributary” of a river means any surface channel, whether in
continuous or intermittent flow and by whatever name called, whose waters in the
natural course would fall into that river, e.g. a tributary, a torrent, a natural drainage,
an artificial drainage, a nadt, a nallah, a nat, a khad, a cho. The term also includes
any subtributary or branch or subsidiary channel, by whatever name called, whose
waters, in the natural course, would directly or otherwise flow into that surface
channel.

(8) The term “The Indus,” “The Jhelum,” “The Chenab,” “The Ravi,” “The
Beas” or “The Sutlej” means the named river (including Connecting Lakes, if any)
and all its Tributaries : Provided however that

(i) none of the rivers named above shall be deemed to be a Tributary ;
ii) The Chenab shall be deemed to include the river Panjnad ; and
J

(iii) the river Chandra and the river Bhaga shall be deemed to be Tributaries of
The Chenab.

(4) The term “Main” added after Indus, Jhelum, Chenab, Sutlej, Beas or Ravi
means the main stem of the named river excluding its Tributaries, but including all
channels and creeks of the main stem of that river and such Connecting Lakes as
form part of the main stem itself. The Jhelum Main shall be deemed to extend up to
Verinag, and the Chenab Main up to the confluence of the river Chandra and the
river Bhaga.

(5) The term “Eastern Rivers” means The Sutlej, The Beas and The Ravi taken
together.

(6) The term “Western Rivers” means The Indus, The Jhelum and The Chenab
taken together.

(7) The term “the Rivers” means all the rivers, The Sutlej, The Beas, The Ravi,
The Indus, The Jhelum and The Chenab.

(8) The term “Connecting Lake” means any lake which receives water from, or
yields water to, any of the Rivers ; but any lake which occasionally and irregularly
receives only the spill of any of the Rivers and returns only the whole or part of that
spill is not a Connecting Lake.

(9) The term “Agricultural Use” means the use of water for irrigation, except
for irrigation of household gardens and public recreational gardens.

(10) The term “Domestic Use” means the use of water for :

{a) drinking, washing, bathing, recreation, sanitation (including the conveyance and
dilution of sewage and of industrial and other wastes), stock and poultry, and
other like purposes ;
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(5) household and municipal purposes (including use for household gardens and public
recreational gardens) ; and

(¢) industrial purposes (including mining, milling and other like purposes) ;
but the term does not include Agricultural Use or use for the generation of hydro-
electric power.

(11) The term “Non-Consumptive Use” means any control or use of water for
navigation, floating of timber or other property, flood protection or flood control,
fishing or fish culture, wild life or other like beneficial purposes, provided that,
exclusive of seepage and evaporation of water incidental to the control or use, the
water (undiminished in volume within the practical range of measurement) remains
in, or is returned to, the same river or its Tributaries ; but the term does not include
Agricultural Use or use for the generation of hydro-electric power.

(12) The term “Transition Period” means the period beginning and ending as
provided in Article IT (6).

(13) The term “Bank” means the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development.

(14) The term ‘‘Commissioner’” means either of the Commissioners appointed
under the provisions of Article VIII (1) and the term “Commission” means the
Permanent Indus Commission constituted in accordance with Article VIII (3).

(15) The term “interference with the waters” means :

(@) Any act of withdrawal therefrom ; or

(b) Any man-made obstruction to their flow which causes a change in the volume
(within the practical range of measurement) of the daily flow of the waters :
Provided however that an obstruction which involves only an insignificant and
incidental change in the volume of the daily flow, for example, fluctuations due to
afflux caused by bridge piers or a temporary by-pass, etc., shall not be deemed to
be an interference with the waters.

(16) The term “Effective Date” means the date on which this Treaty takes
effect in accordance with the provisions of Article XII, that is, the first of April 1960.
Article 11

PRrROVISIONS REGARDING EASTERN RivERS

(1) All the waters of the Eastern Rivers shall be available for the unrestricted
use of India, except as otherwise expressly provided in this Article.

(2) Except for Domestic Use and Non-Consumptive Use, Pakistan shall be under
an obligation to let flow, and shall not permit any interference with, the waters of the
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Sutlej Main and the Ravi Main in the reaches where these rivers flow in Pakistan and
have not yet finally crossed into Pakistan. The points of final crossing are the fol-
lowing : (a) near the new Hasta Bund upstream of Suleimanke in the case of the
Sutlej Main, and (b) about one and a half miles upstream of the syphon for the B-R-
B-D Link in the case of the Ravi Main.

(3) Except for Domestic Use, Non-Consumptive Use and Agricultural (as speci-
fied in Annexure B),! Pakistan shall be under an obligation to let flow, and shall not
permit any interference with, the waters (while flowing in Pakistan) of any Tributary
which in its natural course joins the Sutlej Main or the Ravi Main before these rivers
have finally crossed into Pakistan.

(4) All the waters, while flowing in Pakistan, of any Tributary which, in its
natural course, joins the Sutlej Main or the Ravi Main after these rivers have finally
crossed into Pakistan shall be available for the unrestricted use of Pakistan ; Provided
however that this provision shall not be construed as giving Pakistan any claim or
right to any releases by India in any such Tributary. If Pakistan should deliver any
of the waters of any such Tributary, which on the Effective Date joins the Ravi
Main after this river has finally crossed into Pakistan, into a reach of the Ravi Main
upstream of this crossing, India shall not make use of these waters ; each Party agrees
to establish such discharge observation stations and make such observations as may
be necessary for the determination of the component of water available for the use of
Pakistan on account of the aforesaid deliveries by Pakistan, and Pakistan agrees to
meet the cost of establishing the aforesaid discharge observation stations and making
the aforesaid observations.

(5) There shall be a Transition Period during which, to the extent specified in
Annexure H, 2 India shall

(i) limit its withdrawals for Agricultural Use,
{if) limit abstractions for storages, and
{iif) make deliveries to Pakistan
from the Eastern Rivers.

(6) The Transition Period shall begin on Ist April 1960 and it shall end on 31st
March 1970, or, if extended under the provisions of Part 8 of Annexure H, on the date
up to which it has been extended. In any event, whether or not the replacement
referred to in Article IV (1) has been accomplished, the Transition Period shall end
not later than 31st March 1973.

1 See p. 160 of this volume.
* See p. 222 of this volume.
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