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No. 4957. TRADE AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERN 
MENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 
OF GERMANY. SIGNED AT CANBERRA, ON 14 OCTOBER 
1959 _______

The Government of the Commonwealth of Australia and the Government 
of the Federal Republic of Germany desiring to facilitate and extend the com 
mercial relations between their two countries have agreed as follows :

Article I
The Government of the Commonwealth of Australia (hereinafter referred 

to as the Australian Government) and the Government of the Federal Republic 
of Germany (hereinafter referred to as the German Government) shall endeavour 
to establish conditions which will afford increasing access to their respective 
markets for the exports of the other country.

Article II
1. The German Government will authorise the importation of the Australian 
commodities listed in Schedule A2 as follows :

(a) During the period from 1st July, 1959, to 30th June, 1960, inclusive, of 
amounts not less than those specified in the said Schedule ;

(b) During each succeeding twelve-monthly period of amounts not less than 
those determined for the relevant period and substituted in Schedule A 
in accordance with the principles and procedures outlined in Articles 
III and IV of this Agreement.

2. The German Government will, in respect of the commodities listed in 
Schedule B :2

(a) Include the Commonwealth of Australia in all global tenders ; and

(b) If the German Government grants country quotas for those commodities 
afford the Commonwealth of Australia a quota in accordance with the 
principle of a fair share of the market.

1 Deemed to have come into force on 1 July 1959, in accordance with article IX. 
* See p. 44 of this volume.
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3. The German Government will accord the Commonwealth of Australia an 
adequate share of German imports of butter, skimmed milk powder, apples and 
pears, fresh, canned fruits and jam.

4. The provisions of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Article shall not preclude 
the German Government from removing quantitative restrictions on the importa 
tion of any commodity set forth in Schedules A and B.

5. Where an import licence is required for any commodity not listed in 
Schedule A or B, the ommission of such commodity from the Schedules will not 
in itself preclude the issue of an import licence in respect of such commodity 
originating in the Commonwealth of Australia to an amount as may be agreed 
upon.

6. The quotas listed in Schedule A shall be subject to a betterment clause in 
each instance.

Article III
In conducting the annual review of the amounts specified in the Schedules 

to this Agreement and in considering the request for quotas in respect of other 
commodities of interest to Australia, the German Government will endeavour 
to accord expanding access to the German market for the commodities listed in 
the Schedules and for other commodities originating in and of interest to 
Australia.

Article IV
Having stated that Australian quantitative restrictions imposed for balance 

of payments reasons are based on a policy of non-discrimination, the Australian 
Government agrees that, if there should be a material change in this policy, it 
will afford the German Government an opportunity to discuss the effects of the 
change with the object of maintaining satisfactory trading relations between the 
two countries.

Article V
It is the policy of both Governments that trading ships belonging to either 

of the two countries shall be accorded, in the ports of the other, the usual facilities 
in respect of bunkering and other services and the customary treatment in 
respect of duties, charges and taxes except that concessions made by or operating 
in either country in respect of :

No. 4937
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(a) ships engaged in the coasting trade; and
(b) exemption from compulsory pilotage of ships engaged in local or near 

neighbouring trade,

shall not necessarily be available to the ships of the other country.

Article VI

1. The Australian Government and the German Government shall consult 
together at the request of either regarding the operation of this Agreement or of 
any provision thereof.

2. The two Governments shall enter into consultations for the purpose of 
reviewing the amounts specified in Schedule A at least once during each of the 
twelve-monthly periods referred to in paragraph 1 of Article II.

3. As from the commencement of the next succeeding twelve-monthly period, 
the amounts which may be agreed upon in the course of the review in relation to 
the commodities set forth in Schedule A shall be regarded as having been sub 
stituted for the amounts so specified.

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Article, the 
two Governments may, prior to the end of any twelve-monthly period, agree by 
an exchange of notes, that all or any of the amounts specified in Schedule A shall 
continue to apply during the next succeeding twelve-monthly period or part 
thereof.

5. The two Governments recognise that there are matters not otherwise dealt 
with in this Agreement, including the provisions of international agreements or 
resolutions taken by international organisations, in particular those relating to 
economic integration in Europe, transport, communications and the degree and 
method of protection for domestic industries which may have a material effect on 
the level of trade and payments between the two countries. The two Govern 
ments shall consult together about any such matters at the request of either, with 
the object of avoiding or eliminating any difficulties which could arise in the 
development of trade between the Commonwealth of Australia and the Federal 
Republic of Germany or in the implementation of this Agreement.

6. The two Governments shall establish the consulative procedures necessary 
to achieve the purposes of this Article.
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