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No. 318. PROTOCOL1 AMENDING THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION RELATING TO ECONOMIC STATISTICS, 
SIGNED AT GENEVA ON 14 DECEMBER 1928.2 SIGNED 
AT PARIS, ON 9 DECEMBER 1948

The Parties to the present Protocol, considering that, under the Inter 
national Convention relating to Economic Statistics, signed at Geneva on 
14 December 1928, the League of Nations was invested with certain duties and 
functions for the continued performance of which it is necessary to make provi 
sion in consequence of the dissolution of the League of Nations, and considering 
that it is expedient that these duties and functions should be performed hence 
forth by the United Nations, hereby agree as follows:

Article I
The Parties to the present Protocol undertake that as between themselves 

they will, in accordance with the provisions of the present Protocol, attribute full 
legal force and effect to, and duly apply the amendments to this instrument as 
they are set forth in the annex to the present Protocol.

Article II
The Secretary-General shall prepare a text of the Convention as revised in 

accordance with the present Protocol, and shall send copies for their information 
to the Governments of every Member of the United Nations and every State 
non-member of the United Nations to which this Protocol is open for signature 
and acceptance. He shall also invite Parties to the aforesaid Convention to apply 
the amended text of that instrument as soon as the amendments are in force, 
even if they have not yet been able to become Parties to the present Protocol.

Article III
The present Protocol shall be open for signature or acceptance by any of 

the Parties to the Convention of 14 December 1928 relating to Economic

1 Came into force on 9 December 1948 in accordance with article V, the following States 
having at that date become Parties thereto by signature without reservation as to acceptance: 
Australia, Canada, Egypt, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

'League of Nations, Treaty Series, Volume CX, page 171; Volume CXVII, page 330; 
Volume CXXII, page 366; Volume CXXVI, page 454; Volume 'CXXX. page 463; Volume 
CXXXIV, page 427; Volume CLVI, page 222; Volume CLXXXI, page 392; Volume 
CLXXXV, page 395; Volume CLXXXIX, page 466.
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Statistics, to which the Secretary-General has communicated for this purpose 
a copy of this Protocol.

Article IV 
States may become Parties to the present Protocol by

(a) Signature without reservation as to acceptance;

(b) Signature with reservation as to acceptance, followed by acceptance;

(c) Acceptance.

Acceptance shall be effected by the deposit of a formal instrument with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article V
The present Protocol shall come into force on the date on which two or 

more States shall have become Parties thereto.

The amendments set forth in the annex to the present Protocol shall come 
into force when fifteen States have become Parties to the present Protocol, and 
consequently any State becoming a Party to the Convention, after the amend 
ments thereto have come into force, shall become a Party to the Convention 
as so amended.

Article VI

In accordance with paragraph 1 of Article 102 of the Charter of the 
United Nations and the regulations pursuant thereto adopted by the General 
Assembly, the Secretary-General of the United Nations is authorized to effect 
registration of this Protocol and of the amendments made to the Convention by 
the present Protocol on the respective dates of their entry into force, and to 
publish the Protocol and the revised text of the Convention of 14 December 1928 
relating to Economic Statistics as soon as possible after registration.

Article VII
The present Protocol, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and 

Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the 
United Nations Secretariat. The Convention to be amended in accordance with
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the annex being in the English and French languages only, the English and 
French texts of the annex shall be equally authentic texts and the Chinese, 
Russian and Spanish texts shall be translations. A certified copy of the Protocol, 
including the annex, shall be sent by the Secretary-General to each of the States 
Parties to the Convention of 14 December 1928, relating to Economic Statistics, 
as well as to all States Members of the United .Nations.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by their 
respective Governments, signed the present Protocol on the date appearing 
opposite their respective signatures.

DONE at Paris this ninth day of December one thousand nine hundred and 
forty-eight.
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ANNEX 
TO THE PROTOCOL AMENDING THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

RELATING TO ECONOMIC STATISTICS, 
SIGNED AT GENEVA ON 14 DECEMBER 1928

In Article 2, Section III (A): "Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations" shall be substituted for "International Institute of Agriculture".

Article 8 shall read:

"In addition to the particular functions which are entrusted to the Economic 
and Social Council under the provisions of the present Convention and the instru 
ments annexed thereto, the Council may make any suggestions which appear to be 
useful, for the purpose of improving or amplifying the principles and arrangements 
laid down in the Convention concerning the classes of statistics dealt with therein. 
It may also make suggestions in regard to other classes of statistics of a similar 
character in respect of which it appears desirable and practicable to secure inter 
national uniformity. It shall examine all suggestions to the same end which may 
be submitted to it by the Governments of any of the High Contracting Parties.

"The Economic and Social Council is requested, if at any time a desire to that 
effect is expressed by not less than half of the Parties to the present Convention, to 
convoke a conference for the revision and, if it seems desirable, the amplification 
of the present Convention."

Article 10: In its first paragraph "Economic and Social Council" shall be sub 
stituted for "Committee of Experts referred to in article 8".

In its second paragraph "Council" shall be substituted for "Committee".

Article 11 shall read:

"Any High Contracting Party may, at the time of signature, ratification or 
accession, declare that, in accepting the present Convention, he does not assume 
any obligations in respect of all or any of his colonies, protectorates, overseas terri 
tories or all Trust Territories for which he acts as Administering Authority, and the 
present Convention shall not apply to any territories named in such declaration.

"Any High Contracting Party may give notice to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations at any time subsequently that he desires that the Convention shall 
apply to all or any of his territories which have been made the subject of a declara 
tion under the preceding paragraph, and the Convention shall apply to all the 
territories named in such notice one year after its receipt by the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations.

"Any High Contracting Party may, at any time after the expiration of the five 
years' period mentioned in article 16, declare that he desires that the present Con- 
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