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No. 4760. CONVENTION1 BETWEEN THE UNITED KING 
DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, 
FRANCE, THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY ON THE RIGHTS 
AND OBLIGATIONS OF FOREIGN FORCES AND THEIR 
MEMBERS IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, 
SIGNED AT BONN ON 26 MAY 1952 (AS AMENDED BY 
SCHEDULE II TO THE PROTOCOL ON THE TERMINA 
TION OF THE OCCUPATION R GIME IN THE FEDERAL 
REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, SIGNED AT PARIS ON 
23 OCTOBER 1954)2

Article 
No. Title

PART ONE.   GENERAL

CONTENTS
Article 
No.

1. Definitions.
2. Observance of German Law. Political 

Activity.
3. General Obligations.
4. Reciprocal Assistance and Security.
5. Liaison.

PART Two.   JURISDICTION 

Section I: Criminal Proceedings.

6. Criminal Offences: Jurisdiction and Appli 
cable Law.

7. Arrest, Search and Seizure.
8. Procedure and Co-operation in Criminal 

Proceedings.
Section II: Non-Criminal Proceedings.

9. Jurisdiction and Procedure in Non- 
Criminal Proceedings.

10. Enforcement of Judgments, Decisions 
and Orders.

Section III: Provisions Common to Crimi 
nal and Non-Criminal Proceedings.

11. Presence in Court. Witnesses. Service 
of Process.

Title

12. Obstruction of Justice.
13. Attorneys.
14. Exclusion of Public. Transfer of Proceed 

ings.
15. Disclosure of Information.
16. Official Acts.

PART THREE.   ADMINISTRATION AND SUPPORT

Section I: Rights and Obligations.

17. Movement.
18. Communications.
19. Man uvres and Training Exercises.
20. Defensive Works and Measures.
21. Rights of the Forces respecting Installa 

 tions.
22. Installations, Archives, Documents, Pro 

 perty and Mail.
23. Police of the Forces.
24. Identification of Members of the Forces.
25. Frontier and Alien Control.
26. Entry and Exit.
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28. Right of Presence in the Federal Territory.
29. Bearing of Arms.
30. Health and Sanitation.

1 Came into force on 5 May 1955, the instruments of ratification having been deposited with 
the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany on the dates indicated below : 

Federal Republic of Germany ......... 20 April 1955
United States of America ........... 20 April 1955
France ................... 5 May 1955
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire 

land .................... 5 May 1955
* United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 331, No. 4758.
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31. Deaths and Burials.

32. Foreign Currency.
33. Taxation.
34. Customs Treatment of the Forces.
35. Customs Treatment of Members of the 

Forces.
36. Organisations and Enterprises Serving 

the Forces.

Section II: Support.

37. Scope of Obligations.
38. Accommodation.
39. Goods, Materials and Services.
40. Building Services.
41. Transport Services.
42. Communications Services.
43. Other Public Services.
44. Labour.

Article 
No.

45.
46.
47.
48.

Title
Civilian Service Units.
Hunting and Fishing.
Berlin.
Continuation of Existing Support.

PART FOUR.   TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL 
PROVISIONS

49. Deleted.
50. Deleted.
51. Review.

Annex A.  - Penal Provisions for the 
Protection of the Three Powers, their 
Forces and the Members of the Forces.

Annex B. — Provisions on Radio Fre 
quencies.

The United States of America, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, the French Republic and the Federal Republic of Germany 
agree as follows :

Part One 

GENERAL

Article 1 

DEFINITIONS

In the present Convention and the Annexes hereto the following terms 
shall be given the meanings hereinafter indicated :

1. The Federal territory: The territory in which the Federal Republic 
exercises jurisdiction, including its waters and the air space over such territory 
and waters.

2. The Three Powers: The United States of America, the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the French Republic.

3. Other Sending State: Any Power, other than one of the Three Powers, 
which, by agreement with the Three Powers or any one of them, has Forces 
stationed in the Federal territory on the entry into force of the present Conven 
tion; and any other Power which may in future have Forces stationed in the 
Federal territory,
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(à) if before the entry into force of the arrangements for the German Defence 
Contribution, by agreement with the Three Powers, or any one of them, 
so far as such other Power does not, with the consent of the Three Powers, 
conclude a separate Convention with the Federal Republic concerning the 
status of its Forces, and

(6) if after the entry into force of the arrangements for the German Defence 
Contribution, by agreement with the Federal Republic.

4. The Power concerned: That Power whose rights and obligations are 
concerned in the particular case, namely :
(a) in the case of one of the Three Powers, that Power;
(b) in the case of another Sending State,

(i) that one of the Three Powers which has been named as the Power 
concerned on the basis of an agreement, to be notified to the Federal 
Government, between the Sending State and the Three Powers or any 
one of them; or

(ii) the Sending State itself to the extent to which it assumes vis- -vis the 
Federal Republic, by an agreement concluded with the Three Powers 
or any one of them, after ascertaining the views of the Federal Govern 
ment, all or certain of the rights and obligations arising out of the 
present Convention, and gives the Federal Government formal noti 
fication thereof; for the remaining rights and obligations, one of the 
Three Powers to be notified to the Federal Republic in accordance with 
item (i) of this sub-paragraph.

5. The Forces: The armed Forces of the Three Powers and of other Sending 
States stationed in the Federal territory.

6. The authorities of the Forces: The authorities of the Forces of the 
Power concerned.

7. Members of the Forces:
(a) persons who, by reason of their military service relationship, are serving with 

the armed Forces of the Three Powers or other Sending State and are 
present in the Federal territory (military personnel);

(b) other persons who are in the service of such armed Forces or attached to 
them, with the exception of persons who are nationals neither of one of the 
Three Powers nor of another Sending State and have been engaged in the 
Federal territory; provided that any such other persons who are stationed 
outside the Federal territory or Berlin shall be deemed to be members of the 
Forces only if they are present in the Federal territory (on duty followers).

The following are considered " Members of the Forces " : dependants who 
are the spouses and children of persons defined in sub-paragraphs (a) and (b)
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of this paragraph or close relatives who are supported by such persons and for 
whom such persons are entitled to receive material assistance from the Forces. 
The definition " Members of the Forces " shall include Germans only if they 
enlisted or were inducted into, or were employed by, the armed Forces of the 
Power concerned in the territory of that Power and at that time either had their 
permanent place of residence there or had been resident there for at least a year.

8. Germans: Germans within the meaning of German law.

9. Accommodation: Land, including all property permanently attached 
thereto, and all rights of use related to land, including such property, used or 
to be used by the Forces within the Federal territory.

10. Installations: Land, buildings or part thereof, and all property per 
manently attached thereto, which, pursuant to the provisions of the present 
Convention, are allotted for the exclusive use or occupancy (im ansschliesslichen 
Besitz) of the Forces. This definition shall not apply to Article 20 of the 
present Convention.

Article 2 
OBSERVANCE OF GERMAN LAW, POLITICAL ACTIVITY

1. The members of the Forces shall observe German law, and the authorities 
of the Forces shall undertake and be responsible for the enforcement of German 
law against them, except as otherwise provided in the present or in any other 
applicable Convention or agreement.

2. The members of the Forces shall abstain from any activity inconsistent 
with the spirit of the present Convention and shall in particular refrain from 
any political activity.

Article 3

GENERAL OBLIGATIONS

1. In asserting the rights and immunities accorded to them under the 
present Convention, the Forces shall give due consideration to German interests, 
public and private, particularly by taking into account the capacity of the German 
economy and the essential domestic and export requirements of the Federal 
Republic and West Berlin.

2. The German authorities shall exercise the powers which they have 
under the Basic Law in the fields of legislation, administration and judicial 
action so as to ensure the protection and security of the Forces and their members 
and of the property of the Forces and their members, and to ensure the satis 
faction of the requirements of the Forces and the performance of the obligations 
of the Federal Republic as provided in the present Convention.
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