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Fourth Regional workshop to review progress towards measles-rubella and other priority VPD 
surveillance and outbreak preparedness and response in WHO South-East Asia Region was held 
on 13–16 June 2022 in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

The WHO South-East Asia Region has envisioned that all countries have sustainable, high-
quality VPD surveillance systems, supported by strong laboratories, that detect and confirm 
cases and outbreaks and generate useful data to guide outbreak prevention and response, 
immunization program management, and vaccine policy to decrease the 
burden/control/eliminate VPDs as efficiently and effectively as possible. To support and  
accelerate progress in the strengthening of surveillance for measles, rubella, and other priority 
VPDs, the Regional Office for South-East Asia conducts a series of meetings and workshops every 
next year since 2013. This is the fourth in the series. 

This report provides an overview of the proceedings and the action points from the fourth 
Regional workshop to review progress towards measles-rubella and other priority VPD 
surveillance and outbreak preparedness and response in WHO South-East Asia Region.

Dhaka, Bangladesh, 13–16 June 2022
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Executive Summary 

Fourth Regional workshop to review progress towards measles-rubella and other priority VPD 
surveillance and outbreak preparedness and response in WHO South-East Asia Region was 
conducted in Dhaka, Bangladesh, 13-16 June 2022. The meeting was attended by national 
managers and officers of the National Immunization Programme, surveillance officers and 
data focal points of nine member states, together with the WHO focal points in the 
respective countries. The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea expressed its regrets about 
its inability to attend the meeting and Myanmar was represented only by WHO Country 
office in Myanmar.  

The general objective of the meeting was to strengthen Member States’ capacity to 
conduct high quality surveillance for Measles, Rubella, and other priory VPDs for accelerated 
efforts towards elimination/control of all priority VPDs.  

The specific objectives were to  

 Review of surveillance performance in Member States for measles rubella and 
other priority VPDs in the context of COVID-19 pandemic 

 Obtain inputs to the updated draft Regional VPD surveillance guide and finalize 
its contents  

 Streamline the various roles of National EPI program managers, surveillance 
managers, and data managers to identify, investigate, report, and classify 
suspected cases of fever and rash 

 Review and strengthen capacity for data quality improvement for measles, rubella, 
and other priority VPDs  

 Simulation exercise on outbreak preparedness and response for measles, rubella, 
and other priority VPDs. 

The first two days of the meeting were devoted to a review of the surveillance 
programme and capacity building on outbreak preparedness and response. Each country’s 
surveillance programme was peer-reviewed by two countries and appropriate inputs and 
feedback were provided. Simulation exercise (SimEx) and review of preparedness checklist 
was done enhance capacity on outbreak preparedness and response.  

The remaining two days were devoted to the thematic areas of improving data quality 
and data triangulation exercise. The group work focused on data desk review exercise, and 
data triangulation exercise. 

At the end of the workshop, on the basis of the deliberations of the   meetings, 
feedback from peer review and group work, and issues identified during the workshop, each 
country developed a country-specific action plan for the next two years. The implementation 
of the plan would be jointly supported by the respective ministries, partners, country offices 
and the Regional Office for South-East Asia. 
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