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Foreword
Science and technology are moving at an ever-increasing pace, offering endless possibilities 
for global health. To engage with new developments and stay ahead of scientific and 
technological advances, we must proactively identify, anticipate, and prepare for issues that 
hold great potential and challenges for global health.

WHO’s Science Division provides global leadership in translating the latest science, 
evidence, innovation and digital solutions to improve health and health equity for all. This is 
reflected in WHO’s 13th Programme of Work (2019–2023) 

…WHO’s normative guidance will be informed by developments at the frontier of 
new scientific disciplines such as genomics, epigenetics, gene editing, artificial 
intelligence, and big data, all of which pose transformational opportunities but 
also risks to global health.

The tools and techniques described in this document are designed to enable technical and operational teams to engage 
actively with change, open spaces for discussion, leverage expertise to formulate a vision and take the necessary steps 
to realize that vision. In this way, tools and techniques described in this document provide staff with the opportunity 
to participate and to contribute meaningfully to the content of new policy initiatives and to provide feedback on 
implementation. 

This document aims to set futures-thinking in motion, from asking simple questions to setting up larger projects. It is 
important to recognize that, although there are global trends, needs, challenges and requirements are local, highly diverse 
and context dependent. In order for foresight approaches to be useful, they must be sensitive to different needs, contexts 
and perspectives. 

Foresight is not just tools but also the ambition to position ourselves to be better prepared, to engage with challenges 
proactively, to respond better, to guide developments for the benefit of global public health and to throw light on areas that 
need more focus to move forward and catalyse innovation, especially in areas of need that are frequently neglected.

Foresight is meant to be ambitious, to provoke imagination, to think beyond today’s reality to a better tomorrow and to take 
active steps to get there.

Dr Soumya Swaminathan,  
Chief Scientist

World Health Organization
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