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Preface to the third edition 

On the initiative of the International Dental Federation, a meeting of consul- 
tants was convened by the World Health Organization in 1964 to consider the 
classification of diseases of the buccal cavity in relation to the impending Eighth 
(1965) Revision of the International Classification of Diseases (ICD). It was 
recognized that a manual and guide should be compiled to assist in the 
application of the ICD to dentistry and stomatology. Accordingly, a text was 
drafted and tested in four countries, then revised and published for general use. 
The first version of the Application of the International ClassiJication of Diseases 
to Dentistry and Stomatology (ICD-DA) was issued in English in 1969, followed 
by publication in Spanish in 1970.' The first WHO edition was published in 
English in 1973.2 

Publication of the Ninth Revision of ICD, which came into effect in Member 
States in 1978, gave rise to the second edition of ICD-DA.3 This third edition 
has been prepared as a companion volume to ICD-10, the Tenth Revision of 
ICD. 

WHO gratefully acknowledges the work done by the many national institutes 
and individual specialists who contributed to the preparation and revision 
of ICD-DA. Special acknowledgements are due to Professor I.R.H. Kramer, 
Emeritus Professor of Oral Pathology, University of London, London, 
England, and Professor J.J. Pindborg, Dental School, University of Copen- 
hagen, Copenhagen, Denmark, who have assumed the major responsibility for 
the preparation of all three editions of ICD-DA. 

'Application of the International Classification of Diseases to Dentistry and Stomatology 
(ICD-DA). Copenhagen, Dental Department, University Hospital, 1969. 

Clasijicacibn internacional de enfermedades, aplicada a odontologia y estomatologia. 
Washington, DC, Pan American Health Organization, 1970 (PAHO Scientific Publi- 
cation No. 206). 

2Application of the Internationpl Classijication of Diseases to Dentistry and Stomatology 
(ICD-DA). Geneva, World Health Organization, 1973. 

3Application of the International Classification of Diseases to Dentistry and Stomatology 
(ICD-DA), 2nd ed. Geneva, World Health Organization, 1978. 





Introduction 

When any substantial volume of data has to be recorded, a coherent system of 
classifying and coding the data is essential, particularly where electronic or 
mechanical means of retrieval or analysis are to be used. 

The Application of the International Classijication of Diseases to Dentistry and 
Stomatology (ICD-DA) is intended to provide a practical and convenient basis 
for the classification and coding of data by all those working in the field of oral 
and dental disorders. It is derived directly from the Tenth Revision of the 
International Classification of Diseases (ICD-10),' and is concerned with all 
diseases and conditions that occur in, have manifestations in, or are associated 
with the oral cavity and adjacent structures. 

For the purposes of ICD-DA, most of the classifications provided by ICD-10 
have been subdivided and expanded; however, data from ICD-DA can be 
reassembled into ICD categories by simple addition. It is strongly recommended 
that ICD-DA be used with ICD-10 available for reference; use of ICD-10 alone 
is unsuitable for the following reasons: 

a categories for the diseases and conditions of interest to oral health personnel 
are insufficiently subdivided; 

a the diseases and conditions are scattered throughout the large volume, 
which makes its use in oral health facilities both awkward and time- 
consuming. 

The principal objectives of ICD-DA are thus: 

to focus the attention of oral health personnel on detailed diagnosis for each 
patient, using a comprehensive and consistent classification of oral diseases 
and oral manifestations of other diseases; 

'International Statistical Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems. Tenth 
revision. Geneva, World Health Organization. 
Volume l. Tabular list. 1992 
Volume 2. Instruction manual. 1993 
Volume 3. Alphabetical index. 1994 



ICD-DA 

a to provide a standard recording system for all oral diseases and conditions; 

a by means of the recording system, to make possible the collection of data 
that will allow the prevalence of oral diseases and conditions to be compared 
at an international level. 

In addition to facilitating international collaboration and exchange of informa- 
tion, it is hoped that the ICD-DA system will contribute substantially to the 
collection of epidemiological data on the rarer oral diseases, for which purpose 
the survey method is impracticable. 

ICD-DA is of value to a wide variety of users, from governments collecting basic 
data to individual researchers, practitioners, and lecturers who require a 
convenient method for indexing their records and teaching material. It can be 
used in a contracted form, consisting of a relatively small number of broad 
headings, or in an expanded form that allows detailed analysis in areas of special 
interest. 

The International Classification of Diseases 

Readers and users of ICD-DA are referred to ICD-10 for a detailed treatment of 
the general principles, background, and description of the ICD classification. 
The following description includes only those features of immediate relevance to 
the use of ICD-DA. 

The ICD is a systematic classification of diseases, subject to agreement by 
governments. It is widely used for national mortality and morbidity statistics, 
and is revised periodically. The Tenth Revision - ICD-10 - came into effect 
from January 1993; it consists of three separate volumes. Volume 1 includes an 
explanatory text and a tabular, alphanumeric presentation of the classification. 
Volume 2 is the instruction manual, which provides coding guidance and 
general advice on the use of the classification. Volume 3 is a detailed alphabet- 
ical index of all diseases and conditions covered by the classification. The 
taxonomic philosophy of the ICD is necessarily somewhat eclectic: because of 
differing national views on disease classification and terminology, no strictly 
systematic classification is entirely practicable. 

Volume 1 of ICD-10 is arranged in 21 main sections, or chapters, and this 
arrangement has been followed for ICD-DA. It also contains a coded nomen- 
clature of the morphology of neoplasms, an extract of which is included in ICD- 
DA. Not every condition is allotted an individual rubric or number, but there 
is a category to which every condition can be referi-ed; this has been achieved 
by the method of selective grouping. The principles for determining which 
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