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Choosing a pesticide product for public health usage is
becoming increasingly difficult for non-specialists in
Ministries of Health, Aid Organizations, NGO's, etc.

Pesticide products are today highly developed and
formulated for a particular use pattern and therefore usage
in areas outside the label indications will often result in
poor performance and/or may be hazardous.

The proliferation of active ingredients and formulations can
be very confusing and therefore it is easy to select an
inappropriate pesticide or formulation for the task
intended. In addition, it is possible to select a pesticide that
is poorly manufactured and formulated.

The selection of the wrong product or formulation can
result in wastage of large sums of money and result in
operational failure.

This leaflet is intended to guide you through the following
steps:

e Choosing an appropriate pesticide/formulation to
control the target pest,

e Choosing a good quality product in conformity to
specifications,
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e Preparing tenders for supply of the required product,

e Checking that the product tendered is the product
supplied, .

e Supply services to WHO Member States and pesticide
supply sourcing.

In selecting a pesticide and the appropriate formulation,
consideration should be given to the biological
effectiveness against the pest concerned, the susceptibility
status of the target organism, the method of application, its
safety to humans and to the environment, toxicity to non-
target organisms, management of pesticide resistance, shelf
life and its cost. Other considerations such as ease of use
and acceptance by the population are important
considerations. B

The determination of cost should be based on the cost of
the product as applied and not strictly on its purchase
price. This includes consideration of the amount of active
ingredient in the formulation, cost of shipment and
handling (including local transport and storage), as well as
dosage, frequency and cost of application.
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There are many good publications which will advise you on
choice of pesticides and formulation, but a very useful one
is the WHO publication (WHO/CTD/WHOPES/97.2)
- “Chemical Methods for The Control Of Vectors and
Pests of Public Health Importance”, tevised in 1997" .

From this book you will be able to select the most
appropriate active ingredients and formulations for the
target pest and intended application.

It is not appreciated by many purchasers that products may
not have the claimed level of active ingredient in them, due
to poor manufacturing processes.

Even if the product has the correct level of active
ingredient, it may be poorly formulated, which can
adversely affect the performance.

This is the point at which many purchasing departments
make mistakes since having chosen to buy a particular
active ingredient, they then select the cheapest product

' Can be obtained on request from the Communicable Disease
Control, Prevention and Eradication, World Health Organization,
1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland.



WHO/CDS/WHOPES/2000.1
Page 4

offered which contains it. The result can be tonnes of
product which suspends badly when diluted, blocks
sprayers and gives very erratic biological performance.

Therefore the choice of a poor quality product results in
the waste of large amounts of either government or other
agency funds, in addition there may be serious safety
and/or ecological consequences.

The WHO specifications for public health pesticides
contains the specifications for pesticide products which
have been submitted by industry and passed the WHO
Pesticide  Evaluation  Scheme (WHOPES). The
specifications include a description of the pesticide
concerned and the formulations suitable for use in public
health, together with sections concerning their physical and
chemical characteristics, maximum content of relevant
impurities, as well as methods for measuring the
characteristics of the product. The specifications also
include indications on the safe use of the products and
recommendations on the labeling of packaging.

The WHO Specifications for Public Health Pesticides are
published as “interim” and “full” specifications. The full
specifications are reviewed and recommended by the WHO
Expert Committee on Vector Biology and Control (VBC)
“Chemistry and specifications of pesticides”, which meets
on regular basis. Between the formal meetings, the interim
specifications are published, which are reviewed by the
members of the Panel of Experts on VBC and the WHO



WHO/CDS/WHOPES/2000.1
Page 5

designated collaborating centres for quality control of
pesticides. The test methods referred in the specifications
should be collaboratively tested, before the interim
specifications could be accepted as full.

The WHO specifications for pesticides used in public
health are part of the International Code of Conduct on
Distribution and Use of Pesticides and are available on
the WHQO  homepage on the Internet at
>www.who.int/ctd/'whopes<

Hence, for products for which WHO specifications have
been developed, purchasers should ask suppliers or
manufacturers if the product they are offering conforms to
WHO specification SIF/... (check for specification
number). If unwilling to guarantee conformity and
compliance to these specifications, they may be rejected.

It is also important to ask the supplier what after sale
service is offered (e.g. technical advice, training and return
policy in case of failed performance). Such additional
services give added value which should be taken into
consideration when comparing product prices and which
the purchaser may consider when selecting a supplier.
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Details that should be included in requests for tenders
(bids) for obtaining supplies of pesticides include: .

the name of the pesticide, and its type of formulation;

The WHO specification number (where available);

the concentration(s) of active ingredient required,;

the type of packaging required (e.g. conformity with UN
packaging specifications) and the kind of labeling,
including language; '

the inspection and sampling to be made after completion of
the order but before its acceptance;

the name of the inspection agent and/or laboratory
responsible for determining whether the pesticide meets all

the requirements of the specification and the purchase

order;

any special requirements that the purchaser may have (e.g.
long term storage). This will guide the manufacturer in the
preparation of a satisfactory product.

One of the conditions for supply of pesticides should be
“all products offered must conform to WHO specifications
reference SIF/...”. This should exclude suppliers who
cannot guarantee quality.
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