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Foreword

Purposes of the document

This document introduces the concept and methodology of Rapid
Assessment (RA) for those seeking to control and eliminate trachoma—
related problems through cost-effective interventions.

The purposes of the document are:

" To enable eye-health managers to collect data in order to
develop a plan of action based on community needs;

" To make rational use of scarce resources for data collection
with a view to optimizing the benefits of trachoma control
activities.

The document provides both a checklist of information needed and
an approach for obtaining data that will enable planners to identity
the existence of trachoma-related problems and plan action to provide
solutions.

Using all the data obtained, eye-health managers will be in a position
to rank the endemic zones in order of priority and need for control
measures. They should also be in a position to predict the number of
communities and the size of the population that will require coverage
by an active trachoma control or elimination campaign (such as surgery
for trichiasis, distribution of topical or systemic antibiotics, or other
community-based interventions) for a given level of endemicity.
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