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Recommendations

1. Research

A. The group reviewed the status of implementation of the 2000 meeting recommendations on
research and noted the following. Refer to 2000 meeting report
(WHO/CDS/CPE/GBUI/2000.2)

Completed or in progress
• Website
• Genome sequencing has started at the Pasteur Institute, Paris, France
• Reference culture at the Institute of Tropical Medicine, Antwerp, Belgium
• Tissue repository at the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, Washington DC, USA
• Human response to infection
• Anthropologic studies

Not yet done
• Establishment of collaborating centres
• Artificial ecosystems (different centres)
• Gene expression library
• Development of fingerprinting systems
• Identification of new foci (laboratory diagnostics facilities)
• Behaviour modifications
• Serial BCG therapy/prophylaxis
• Historical collection

Research priorities identified in 2001

Genomics - emphasized the practical use of genomic information to solve problems with
Buruli ulcer.
• Identification of Mycobacterium ulcerans specific antigens that may have diagnostic

potential and/or may be useful to identify components if an effective immune response -
identification of HLA recognition motifs.

• Reference point for evaluation of strain differences by limited comparative genomic
- genomic plasticity (IS, pgrs, ppe)
- re-occurrence versus recidivism
- developments of spiligo typing
- clinical correlates with genome variation. Are some isolated more virulent?

• Future use of DNA micro-assays to evaluate host response to M. ulcerans.

Histopathology:
• Better case definitions
• Use of newer immunohistochemical methods to evaluate immune response subsets of

immune cells at different stages of the disease, whether re-occurrence is likely.
• Potential use of PGL-1 for better sensitivity for diagnosis.
• Mechanism for Japanese researchers interested in Buruli ulcer to get experience with

histopathology in endemic countries.

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
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