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“Lymphatic filariasis

imposes an enormous

economic burden on the

endemic countries in

terms of lost productivity

and the high cost of 

long-term care. Occurring

mostly as it does in rural

areas, it can jeopordize

peoples’ livelihood and

dramatically change the

pattern of land use.”

Couv. Global Prog. ok  16/01/04  9:03  Page 1



© World Health Organization 2003

All rights reserved.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health
Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on
maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply
that they are endorsed or recommended by the World Health Organization in preference
to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the
names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters.

The World Health Organization does not warrant that the information contained in this
publication is complete and correct and shall not be liable for any damages incurred as a
result of its use.

Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by 
initial capital letters.

Couv. Global Prog. ok  16/01/04  9:03  Page 2



A
n

n
u

al
 R

ep
o

rt
 o

n
 L

ym
p

h
at

ic
 F

il
ar

ia
si

s
20

02

Global

Programme 

to Eliminate

Lymphatic

Filariasis

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

WHO/CDS/CPE/CEE/2003.38





“Lymphatic filariasis

imposes an enormous

economic burden on the

endemic countries in

terms of lost productivity

and the high cost of 

long-term care. Occurring

as it does mostly in rural

areas, it can jeopardize

peoples’ livelihood and

dramatically change the

pattern of land use.”
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