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Foreword

This White Paper provides the basis for putting the Global Initiative on Children’s Environmental
Health Indicators (CEHI), launched at the World Summit on Sustainable Development, into practice.
This roadmap outlines the operational and technical processes for implementing the development,
collection and reporting of indicators at the regional and country level.

We would like to thank all partners for their insightful comments and suggestions to improve this
publication and welcome their participation at all stages of the project, from planning through
implementation and evaluation. We also extend our gratitude to the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (USEPA) for their continued financial support of CEHI.

Partners of the Global Initiative on Children’s Environmental Health Indicators

Governments:
Canada
Italy
Mexico
South Africa
United States of America

Intergovernmental Organizations:
Commission for Environmental Cooperation of North America (CEC)
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
World Health Organization (WHO)

Non-governmental Organizations: 
International Network on Children's Health, Environment and Safety (INCHES)
International Society of Doctors for the Environment (ISDE)
Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR)
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Section One: Making the Partnership Work

Introduction

Children’s ability to develop and become productive adults is largely determined by their earliest
experiences in their families and communities. Children may be exposed to environmental threats
that seriously affect their health: over 40% of the global burden of disease attributed to 
environmental risk factors falls on children under five years of age, who account for only about 10%
of the world’s population.1 Ultimately, creating healthier environments will have a demonstrable
impact on children’s health and well-being. Therefore, improving children's environmental health
presents an essential contribution towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

Protecting children from exposure to environmental hazards requires that we better understand the
relationship between environmental conditions and health outcomes. Several recent international
agreements, in particular the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) and the G8 Ministerial Statement on the WSSD, have specifically highlighted
the need for assessing the state of children’s environmental health and monitoring progress, and
have called for action to develop children’s environmental health indicators. At the regional level,
the North American Commission for Environmental Cooperation, in its Cooperative Agenda for
Children’s Health and the Environment (2002), calls for a set of children’s environmental health 
indicators to be selected and published. The Healthy Environments for Children Alliance (HECA),
launched at the WSSD by the World Health Organization, also emphasizes the need to monitor the
status of children’s environmental health, and to develop and report indicators. 

Responding to these calls for action, a Global Initiative on Children’s Environmental Health Indicators
(CEHI) was launched at the WSSD in September 2002.2 CEHI partners are outlined in the foreword,
and the global response to the launch demonstrates that many countries are supportive of this
effort. CEHI contributes to achieving HECA’s objectives, in particular to inform  and influence 
policy-makers and to judge the effectiveness of programmes to improve children’s environmental
health. CEHI will proceed as an independent effort but will be closely coordinated with HECA, as
well as other WHO activities on children's environmental health, such as the preparation of 
national children's environmental health profiles. The objectives of CEHI and the Health and
Environment Linkages Initiative (HELI),3 also launched at the WSSD, are seen as complementary and
mutually reinforcing: The activities under HELI will help inform CEHI about the needs of 
decision-makers and about the types of information that will trigger them to decide on appropriate
interventions or policies; the work of CEHI, on the other hand, will help provide the data and 
indicators that decision-makers need.

The need for children’s environmental health indicators was most recently emphasized during the
56th World Health Assembly in May 2003, where several countries called upon WHO to support the
reporting of indicators for children’s environmental health. This further confirms the value of the
Partnership launched in Johannesburg, and shows growing support for its objectives as more and
more world leaders take note of children’s environmental health issues and request assistance in
making the right policy decisions.

Building on its experience with respect to children's health and environmental health indicators,
WHO will provide leadership on the implementation of CEHI. WHO will convene and co-ordinate the
work with partners, facilitate information exchange, and provide technical support and capacity-
building where necessary. 
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1 Smith KR, Corvalan CF, Kjellström T (1999). How much global ill health is attributable to environmental factors?
Epidemiology 10(5): 573-84.
2 Using indicators to measure progress on children’s environmental health. A call to action. INCHES, ISDE, PSR, UNICEF,
UNEP, WHO. August 2002.
3 The Health and Environment Linkages Initiative aims to promote methods for decision-makers to reduce adverse 
environmental impacts on human health, and to consider health and environment linkages as an integrated part of 
strategic decisions on economic and development policies.
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CEHI will build on existing international, regional and national work on child health and 
environmental indicators by initiating a series of regional pilots to develop, collect and report 
children’s environmental health indicators. The initiative aims to ensure equal relevance of the 
indicators for the health and environment sectors so that both can monitor their efforts towards
realizing healthy environments for healthy children.

We encourage a “flexible approach”: Flexible with respect to regional pilots choosing for themselves
which approach they would like to follow in collecting and reporting indicators. And flexible by
starting off with a feasible, low-cost approach that maximizes the use of existing data and 
indicators and works towards a more harmonized and complete assessment of the state of children’s
environmental health in the longer term (see Box 1).

Aims of CEHI

• Increase collaboration among governments, non-governmental organizations, United Nations 
agencies and other inter-governmental organizations, the private sector, and communities to 
report on the state of children’s environmental health.

• Improve assessment of children’s environmental health and monitor the success or failure of 
interventions to address specific children’s environmental health problems at the local, national 
and international level.

• Improve the quality of information available to  policy-makers that will allow them to make 
better decisions to improve environmental conditions and child health outcomes.

• Under the UN system and with collaboration of governments, NGOs, and other interested 
parties, develop and promote use of children’s environmental health indicators, and, where 
possible, integrate children’s environmental health indicators into existing child health reporting 
systems as well as environmental indicator reporting systems.

• Propose modifications to existing international environment and health surveys, as well as to 
appropriate national and local systems, to incorporate data needs for core children’s environmental
health indicators.

• Provide a global clearing house for children’s environmental health indicators that constitutes a 
central forum as well as resource for all relevant initiatives.

Roles and Responsibilities of Partners

Each partner in CEHI can help shape the process of developing, collecting and reporting children’s
environmental health indicators. Roles and contributions by different partners at the global, 
regional, national and local level may include:

• co-ordination and facilitation

• outreach

• facilitation of linkages with related activities

• fund-raising

• setting priorities, including identification of countries for initial actions

• starting regional pilot programmes to establish, collect and report CEH indicators

• technical support and capacity-building

• data collection, interpretation, and quality assurance

• reporting indicators

• information dissemination

• evaluation and sharing results

• provision of policy guidance
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