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The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the
legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of
its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there
may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are
endorsed or recommended by the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar
nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the hames of proprietary products are
distinguished by initial capital letters.

The World Health Organization does not warrant that the information contained in this publication is
complete and correct and shall not be liable for any damages incurred as a result of its use.
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3 arsenal of safe and cost-effective pesticides, and the increasing challenges of their
under decentralized health systems, as well as the increasing use of pesticides by
1d communities for personal protection and vector control, requires national policies,
id appropriate guidelines for their safe and effective use. WHO Guidelines on the
of public health pesticides (Guidelines) promote judicious pesticide management
ch minimize potential health and environmental risks (1). The Guidelines assist Member
1anagement of public health pesticides and with the implementation of the International
Jct on distribution and use of pesticides (2).

pesticides include vector control pesticides and household insecticide products (e.g.
s and aerosol sprays) as well as professional pest management pesticide products used
1al operators. Although the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
arried out two studies on the state of implementation of the Code, in 1993 and 1996,
ady specifically related to public health pesticides (3—4).

3s of this survey are to study key features of public health pesticide management
Member States of the World Health Organization (WHO); to assist national and
organizations in developing activities to address weaknesses in their management
1 to serve as a base line for monitoring progress in such activities.



