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FOREWORD  

Taeniosis and cysticercosis are two parasitic diseases that in the past have not always been recognized for 
their importance. However, it is becoming increasingly clear that greater priority should be given to these 
zoonoses because of their economic impact, particularly in resource-poor countries, and their public 
health burden. They are also now recognized as an increasing problem in some regions, such as Africa. 
The now accepted linkage between epilepsy and neurocysticercosis in countries endemic for Taenia solium 
is further impetus for allocating more effort to the control of taeniosis/cysticercosis. 

As is the case for all zoonoses, the control of taeniosis/cysticercosis, requires a very close collaboration 
between both veterinary and medical public health services at a national level. It was with the aim of 
assisting those responsible for taeniosis/cysticercosis control and prevention that these Guidelines were 
prepared and jointly published by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). This joint publication is 
another example of the three organizations working together to assist their member countries in designing, 
implementing and standardizing control strategies against zoonoses on both national and international 
levels. This is the result of years of effort by FAO, WHO and OIE to educate and to organize the 
surveillance and control of parasitic diseases world-wide. 

This FAO/WHO/OIE Guidelines for the Surveillance, Prevention and Control of Taenisosis and 
Cysticercosis is a compilation of the knowledge and valuable expertise of a great many internationally 
recognized experts on these zoonoses, accumulated over more than a hundred years of research. Without 
this knowledge base, effective and proven recommendations for diagnosis, treatment, prevention and 
control would not be possible. We would like to express our profound gratitude to these experts for their 
contributions and for those able to share their knowledge and advice with the authors. It is our hope that 
this book achieves the success it deserves. 

Carlos Eddi 
FAO 
Food and Agriculture Organization 

Francois-Xavier Meslin 
WHO 
World Health Organization 

Bernard Vallat 
OIE 
World Organisation for 
Animal Health 
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