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Executive summary

Our vision is a world in which children and adolescents enjoy the highest 
attainable standard of health and development, a world that meets their 
needs, and respects, protects and fulfi ls their rights, enabling them to live 
to their full potential.

In its work towards attaining this vision, the WHO Department of Child 
and Adolescent Health and Development (CAH) plays multiple roles in a 
cycle of actions. We support research, review evidence, develop guidelines 
and tools, and support regions and countries in implementing activities at 
community level, fi rst-level health facilities, referral-level facilities, and 
in policy-making at national level. We monitor and evaluate implementa-
tion of activities, and use the results to improve existing tools and inform 
further research. In particular we promote a continuum of care between 
the different levels of the health system, and along the life-course, from 
birth through childhood and adolescence.

CAH is working towards global goals. The goals of the Millennium Decla-
ration and the United Nations General Assembly Special Sessions on HIV/
AIDS and on children are central to our work. We particularly focus on goals 
related to reducing child mortality, eradicating extreme poverty and hun-
ger, reducing maternal mortality, and reducing the spread of HIV/AIDS.

CAH works across all levels of WHO, conducting joint planning, imple-
mentation and review activities with all regions. At least fi ve regional 
offi ces have launched policy and strategy initiatives for child and adoles-
cent health or for child survival, and all are intensifying support for child 
survival to those countries with the highest burden.

As an expression of renewed commitment to maternal, newborn and 
child health, WHO dedicated The world health report 2005: make every 
mother and child count and World Health Day 2005 to this theme.

In keeping abreast of the situation, CAH identifi es priority health and 
development needs, including assistance to national authorities in devel-
oping, implementing and monitoring effective policies, strategies, pro-
grammes and interventions to improve the health of newborns, children 
and adolescents. A signifi cant achievement in this area was the develop-
ment of estimates of cause-specifi c proportional mortality during the fi rst 
28 days of life.

By strengthening the implementation of national programmes, CAH 
helps accelerate the transformation of policies and strategies into action 
at country level. CAH does this through the development of methods and 
tools that aim to strengthen the planning and management of child and 
adolescent health programmes, and in particular to incorporate a rights 
perspective into those programmes. EXECUTIVE 
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