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Burns constitute a major public health problem, especially in low- and middle-income
countries where over 95% of all burn deaths occur. Fire-related burns alone account
for over 300 000 deaths per year, with more deaths from scalds, electricity, chemical
burns and other forms of burns. However, deaths are only part of the problem; for
every person who dies as a result of their burns, many more are left with lifelong dis-
abilities and disfigurements. For some this means living with the stigma and rejection
that all too often comes with disability and disfigurement.

In high-income countries, much has been achieved in terms of reducing the burden of
injury from burns. Implementation of proven interventions, such as smoke detectors,
regulation of hot water heater temperature and flame retardant children’s sleepwear,
has meant that mortality rates from burns have steadily declined over the past 30-40
years. However, such strategies have yet to be widely applied in low- and middle-
income countries, and consequently mortality rates remain relatively high, especially
among the poorer members of society. Likewise, the benefits of advances in burn
treatment and care (which have led to higher survival rates and improved functional
recovery of burn victims in most high-income countries) have yet to make much of an
impact in most low- and middle-income countries.

The World Health Organization (WHQO) has been working collaboratively with the
International Society for Burn Injuries (ISBI) and other partners to develop strategies to
improve the prevention of burn injuries worldwide, but especially in low- and middle-
income countries. The goal is to promote the development of the spectrum of burn
control measures, to include improvements in burn prevention and strengthened burn
care, as well as better information and surveillance systems, and more investment in
research and training. We hope that the broad-based strategic plan presented in this
document will catalyse burn prevention and care efforts globally and will assist the
many people and agencies worldwide who are currently working to prevent burns
and improve the care of burn victims in their communities.

Dr Etienne Krug
Director
Department of Violence and Injury
Prevention and Disability, WHO
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