
STOP TB
policy paper

No. 2

TB Impact Measurement
Policy and recommendations

for how to assess
the epidemiological burden of TB

and the impact of TB control





I

  
 TB Impact Measurement

Policy and recommendations

for how to assess 

the epidemiological burden of TB  
 

and the impact of TB control

TB Impact Measurement



TB Impact MeasurementII

WHO Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

TB impact measurement policy and recommendations for how 

to assess the epidemiological burden of TB and the  

impact of TB control.

(Stop TB policy paper ; no. 2)

     “WHO/HTM/TB/2009.416”

1.Tuberculosis - epidemiology. 2.Tuberculosis - prevention 

and control. 3.Tuberculosis - mortality. 4.Epidemiologic 

measurements. 5.Health policy. I.World Health Organization. 

Stop TB Dept.

ISBN 978 92 4 159 882 8 (NLM classification: WF 205)

© World Health Organization 2009

All rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization 

can be obtained from WHO Press, World Health Organization, 

20 Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.: +41 22 

791 3264; fax: +41 22 791 4857; e-mail: bookorders@who.

int). Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO 

publications – whether for sale or for noncommercial distribution 

– should be addressed to WHO Press, at the above address 

(fax: +41 22 791 4806; e-mail: permissions@who.int). 

The designations employed and the presentation of the material 

in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion 

whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization 

concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area 

or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 

or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps represent approximate 

border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ 

products does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended 

by the World Health Organization in preference to others of a 

similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions 

excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished 

by initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World 

Health Organization to verify the information contained in 

this publication.  However, the published material is being 

distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or 

implied.  The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the 

material lies with the reader.  In no event shall the World Health 

Organization be liable for damages arising from its use.  

Printed in France

Design & layout by blue-infinity (Geneva) sa, Switzerland

The picture on the front cover was taken during the pilot phase 

of the national TB prevalence survey in Myanmar.  The main 

survey was launched in mid-2009.



III

Contributors

Abbreviations  

Executive summary

Introduction

1. Global targets for TB control 

2. Measuring TB incidence, prevalence and mortality:
    Evidence for WHO policy and recommendations

3. WHO policy package for measuring TB incidence, prevalence and mortality

4. Measuring TB incidence

5. Measuring TB prevalence

6. Measuring TB mortality

7. Producing estimates of TB incidence, prevalence and mortality, 1990-2015
 

8. Evaluating the impact of TB control

References

Annex 1. Membership of the WHO Global Task Force on TB Impact Measurement

Annex 2. Extracts from World Health Assembly resolution 60.19 (2007)

Annex 3. Surveys of the annual risk of infection          

Annex 4. Surveys of the prevalence of TB disease       

Annex 5. Additional countries that met criteria for implementing 

  a survey of the prevalence of TB disease  

V

VI

VII

1

5

7

9

10

27

36

40

41

45

50

52

53

55

57

Contents

TB Impact Measurement





V

Ana Bierrenbach and Katherine Floyd wrote 
this policy paper, with input from Jaap 
Broekmans, Philippe Glaziou, Ikushi Onozaki 
and Brian Williams. It was prepared based on 
recommendations agreed by the WHO Global 
Task Force on TB Impact Measurement, a 
paper published by members of the Task Force 
in Lancet Infectious Diseases in January 2008 
(5) and comments from WHO’s Strategic and 
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DOTS  
The basic package that underpins the Stop
TB Strategy

G8

Group of Eight industrialized countries

HIV

Human Immunodeficiency Virus

ICD

International Statistical Classification
of Diseases

MDG

Millennium Development Goal

Abbreviations

STAG-TB

WHO’s Strategic and Technical Advisory Group 
for TB

TB

Tuberculosis

WHA

World Health Assembly

WHO

World Health Organization
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