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In the United States, cancer is the second most common cause of death among children between the
ages of 1 and 14 years, surpassed only by accidents.
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Malignancies in childhood are relative rare and prognosis has been improving in the last three decades as a result of
more accurate diagnoses and improved treatment strategies. Adult malignancies occurring after 20 years of age are
20-30 times more common in general.
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Overall, in children less than 15 years of age, in the industrialized world, childhood cancer is listed as
the 4t most common cause of death.

Incidence trend patterns of common childhood cancers have recently been evaluated because of
concerns that they may be on the rise:

-For childhood leukaemia there was an abrupt increase in incidence between 1983 and 1984,
however, rates have been declining between 1989 and 1995.

-For brain and CNS cancers there was a modest increase in incidence from 1983 to 1986 and rates
then stabilized between 1986 and 1995.

The statistically significant increases that were reported in the mid 80’s are now thought to be a result
of diagnostic improvement or changes in reporting patterns.

-For rare skin cancers such as dermatofibrosarcoms, there has been a 40% increase between 1975
and 1995.

Data from the United States (US) shows that the incidence rate of cutaneous malignant melanoma
(CMM) in 15-19 year olds increased 2.6% per year between 1973 and 1995, for a total increase of
85%.
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