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GLOSSARY  
 

Accessible Capable of being exposed for cleaning and inspection with the use of 

simple tools, such as a screwdriver, pliers or an open-end wrench. 

Adequate hygiene Level of hygiene sufficient for the prevention of public health risk. 

Aircraft water 

system 

Water service panel, filler neck and the onboard water storage tanks and all 

of the plumbing and fixtures on the aircraft. 

Airport water 

system 

On-site airport distribution system and possibly water treatment facilities if 

the airport is a producer of potable water. 

Backflow Flow of water or other liquids, mixtures or substances into the distribution 

pipes of a potable supply of water from any source or sources other than the 

potable water supply. Back-siphonage is one form of backflow. See also 

Back-siphonage. 

Backflow 

preventer 

Approved backflow prevention plumbing device that would typically be 

used on potable water distribution lines where there is a direct connection 

or a potential connection between the potable water distribution system and 

other liquids, mixtures or substances from any source other than the potable 

water supply. Some devices are designed for use under continuous water 

pressure, whereas others are non-pressure types. 

Back-siphonage Backward flow of used, contaminated or polluted water from a plumbing 

fixture or vessel or other source into a water supply pipe as a result of 

negative pressure in the pipe. 

Biohazard bag Bag used to secure biohazard waste that requires microbiological 

inactivation in an approved manner for final disposal. Such bags must be 

disposable and impervious to moisture and have sufficient strength to 

preclude tearing or bursting under normal conditions of usage and handling. 

Cleaning Removal of visible dirt or particles through mechanical action, normally 

undertaken on a routine and frequent basis. The cleaning process and some 

products used for cleaning also result in disinfection. See also Disinfection.  

Communicable 

disease 

Illness caused by organisms such as bacteria, viruses, fungi and parasites 

that can be directly or indirectly transmitted from an infected person to 

others. Sometimes the illness is due not to the organism itself, but rather to 

a toxin that the organism produces after it has been introduced into a human 

host. 

Competent 

authority 

Authority responsible for the implementation and application of health 

measures under the International Health Regulations (2005).  

Control measures Those steps in the drinking-water supply that directly affect drinking-water 

quality and that collectively ensure that drinking-water consistently meets 

health-based targets. They are activities and processes applied to prevent 

hazard occurrence. 

Corrosion resistant Capable of maintaining original surface characteristics under prolonged 

influence of the use environment, including the expected food contact and 

the normal use of cleaning compounds and sanitizing solutions. Corrosion-

resistant materials must be non-toxic. 
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