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Executive summary

he mission of WHO's programme on essential medicines and pharmaceutical policies is to support the
achievement of the health-related Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by assisting governments and
organizations to ensure equitable access to effective medicines of assured quality, and their rational use by
prescribers and consumers. This implies a strong emphasis on principles of equity, solidarity and sustainability,
the needs of the poor and disadvantaged, and the attainment of the highest possible standard of health as
a fundamental right, as described in the WHO Constitution and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

This implementation plan for the third WHO Medicines Strategy (2008-2013) presents a careful balance
between continuity and change. On the one hand, many of WHO's obligations have been fulfilled for decades
and need to be continued, while on the other, the plan addresses recent notable developments. These include
the WHO/UN Prequalification of Medicines Programme, without which it would not have been possible to
treat 4 million HIV/AIDS patients, and the WHO/HAI survey methodology, without which medicine prices,
availability and affordability could not have been measured in over 50 countries as part of MDG monitoring.

As well as responding to general frends and challenges in the global pharmaceutical situation, WHO's sirategic
plan reflects the prevailing development landscape, which is considerably more complicated now than it was
just a decade ago. Of note in this respect are the MDGs mentioned above, WHQO's overall strategic direction
for 2008-2013 (which is set out in its Medium-Term Strategic Plan), the changing aid architecture and UN
reform, and recent World Health Assembly resolutions.

Those aspects of WHO's medicines work that are widely perceived as being areas in which WHO has a
comparative advantage will be continued. Examples include the development and promotion of global norms
and quality standards and medicine-related information and evidence; the work on intellectual property
rights and medicine prices; and capacity building at country level, especially in the area of national medicine
regulation. Linked to this concept of continuity are a number of WHO's products which need to be developed
on a regular basis, such as new International Nonproprietary Names for every new active pharmaceutical
substance to be marketed, and systematically assessing priority medicines for UN procurement through the
Prequalification Programme. Other important deliverables are based on international treaty obligations (e.g.
scheduling of controlled medicines) or because they are essential for generic production (e.g., global quality
standards and international chemical reference standards).

There are also a number of policy areas in which the need for change is recognized. For example, innovative
public health thinking is required on essential medicine benefits as part of health insurance, social protection
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