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The second edition of the Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR) Technical 
Guidelines was prepared by the Disease Prevention and Control Cluster with active participation 
and involvement of programmes dealing with disease surveillance at the WHO Regional Office 
for Africa (AFRO), Brazzaville, Congo as well as Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), Atlanta, USA.  
 
The purpose of the revision was to update existing information, include other priority diseases, 
conditions and public health events and incorporate aspects of the International Health 
Regulations (IHR) that deal with disease surveillance. 
 
In planning to update these guidelines, suggestions and advice for improving the 
recommendations were sought and gratefully received from the IDSR development teams who 
prepared the 1st edition.  This revision builds on the technical expertise from more than 100 
surveillance and disease experts at WHO, CDC and Ministries of Health in African countries 
who conceived and produced the 1st edition. 
 
The revision process involved internal WHO consultation followed by a wider consultation that 
involved a series of meetings with various partners and Member States. In addition, an ad hoc 
IDSR task force was constituted to help with the revision process. The final draft was peer 
reviewed by the ad hoc task force as well as during a final partner consultative meeting held in 
August 2010.  
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Dr Francis Kasolo, MD, MSc, PhD, DTM&H RCP 
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WHO AFRO 
Brazzaville, Congo 
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Director 
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Helen Perry, PhD 
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