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Abbreviations and 
 acronyms

ALT (SGPT)	 alanine aminotransferase (serum glutamic pyruvic 
transaminase)

BCG	 bacille Calmette-Guérin (vaccine)

CDC	 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (US)

DNA (cccDNA)	 deoxyribonucleic acid (covalently closed circular DNA)

DTP	 diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (vaccine)

EPI	 Expanded Programme on Immunization

GACVS	 Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety

HAART	 highly active antiretroviral therapy

HBcAg (anti-HBc)	 (antibody to) hepatitis B core antigen

HBeAg (anti-HBe)	 (antibody to) hepatitis B e antigen

HBIG	 hepatitis B immunoglobulins (passive immunization)

HBsAg (anti-HBs)	 (antibody to) hepatitis B surface antigen

HBV	 hepatitis B virus

HCC	 hepatocellular carcinoma

Hib	 Haemophilus influenzae type b

HIV	 human immunodeficiency virus

Ig	 immunoglobulin (IgM)

MHC	 major histocompatibility complex

OCC	 out of the cold chain

OPV	 oral polio vaccine

ORF	 open reading frame

PATH	 Program for Appropriate Technology in Health

PE	 protective efficacy

RNA (mRNA)	 ribonucleic acid (messenger RNA)

SAGE	 Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (on immunization)

UNICEF	 United Nations Children’s Fund

VVMs	 vaccine vial monitors

WHO	 World Health Organization

YF	 yellow fever (vaccine)
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