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1.  INTRODUCTION

Vector control is an important element of strategies used to control major vector-borne 
diseases globally, and chemical control remains the most widely used approach. In 
recent years, interventions using insecticides have been scaled up in many countries. 

The need to develop effective systems for pesticide management has been emphasized 
to ensure judicious use of insecticides, manage insecticide resistance, and reduce 
risks to human health and the environment, within the context of an integrated vector 
management (IVM) approach (WHO 2010a; Matthews et al. 2011; van den Berg et 
al. 2011; WHO 2011a). Consequently, it is essential that the actual use of insecticides 
by vector control programmes in WHO’s Member States is routinely monitored and 
reported. WHO published the fi rst report on such uses in 2002 and since then has 
issued updates periodically. A shortcoming of previous assessments has been the lack 
of data from some of the most populous countries with vector-borne disease control 
programmes. 

This report provides an overview of the fi rst 10 years of global insecticide use. A unique 
feature is the high coverage of reports from countries endemic for or at risk of major 
vector-borne diseases in WHO’s regions, including from the most populous countries 
with vector-borne disease control programmes. Trends and patterns in insecticide use 
are presented and discussed in the report.

The report is intended for use by national programmes in order to inform decisions 
about the use of insecticides to control vector-borne diseases; for information exchange 
and regional collaboration; and as a basis for managing chemicals. The target audience 
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